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Abstract

Since their inception as higher education institutions, universities have played a
significant and fundamental role in meeting the diverse needs of society, both locally and
globally. Given the current global focus on environmental issues in general, and the green
environment in particular, and the incorporation of green concepts into all areas and fields,
including education, it has become imperative for universities to participate in addressing
environmental issues, preserving a clean environment for future generations, and achieving
sustainable development through various university functions. This is evident in the efforts of
universities over the past two decades, as they have engaged in integrating sustainable
development into their academic systems.

This study aims to explore the role of environmental legislations in transforming
universities into leading institutions in the field of sustainability. It analyzes the current legal
framework and identifies legislative gaps that hinder this transformation. It also analyzes
whether these legislations lead to greater implementation of sustainable development within
academic institutions. The study concludes that the absence of an integrated environmental
legislative framework limits the effectiveness of university sustainability initiatives, on the other
hand the study highlights the need for environmental legislation that includes financial
incentives, deterrent penalties, and the integration of sustainability into educational curricula.
Keywords: Environmental legislation, greenwashing, university sustainability, green university,
pollution.
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22_ United Nations, Transforming our world: the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development,
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2% _ Jana Dlouha, Laura Henderson, Dana Kapitul&inova, Clemens Mader, Sustainability-oriented
higher education networks: Characteristics and achievements in the context of the UN DESD,
Journal of Cleaner Production, Volume 172, 20 January 2018, Pages 4263-4276, available at:
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/abs/pii/S0959652617316955
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