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Abstract:

An individual may be driven to commit a crime by various motives, some of which may be
noble—such as committing the act out of compassion—while others may be base, such as
revenge, greed, and the like. However, in the end, the individual has indeed committed an act
criminalized by law. Therefore, this research revolves around the extent to which the motive
affects the punishment of the offender, with the focus limited to its role in mitigating the penalty.

The aim of this study is to clarify the stance of the Omani legislator on the consideration of
motive in reducing punishment. The researcher has adopted both the descriptive and analytical
methods for research and investigation. The legislative scope of the study is limited to Omani
legislation, while its substantive scope is confined to examining the effect of motive on penalty
mitigation.

As for the research structure, it is divided into two sections: The first discusses the nature of
motive in crime. The second addresses the stance of the Omani legislator on motive as a cause
for mitigating punishment.

Keywords: Motive; Purpose; Criminal Intent; Motive of Compassion; Motive to Avert Shame.
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