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Abstract:

Drones have emerged as critical equipment in current war, revolutionizing army operations.
However, questions arise about their legal status under International Humanitarian Law. The use
of drones challenge situations conventional IHL frameworks, posing ethical and operational
dilemmas. Accountability, duty, and the emergence of autonomous drones further complicate
these issues. The use of drones in armed conflict has significant implications for international
law and international security. Integrating drones into military techniques challenging existing
legal norms and requires updates to cope with their specific characteristics. The evolving
technology increases issues approximately sovereignty, civilian protection, and ethics,
necessitating proactive and dynamic processes to regulating drone use in armed conflicts.
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Introduction:

In the modern-day landscape of armed conflict, unmanned aerial vehicles (UAVS),
commonly called drones, have emerged as pivotal instruments of military strategy and tactical
operations. Their versatility and precision have revolutionized the behaviour of war, permitting
states and non-state actors to behaviour operations with exceptional reach and performance. As
drones become increasingly vital to military engagements, their legal status in international law
has garnered important scrutiny and huge debate.

The deployment of drones in armed conflicts raises essential questions on compliance
with International Humanitarian Law, which seeks to make a balance of military necessity with
humanitarian considerations. Traditionally, IHL has been designed across the concepts of
distinction, proportionality, and necessity, applying to manned systems of armed and their
operational contexts. The creation of drone generation challenging these conventional
frameworks, prompting a re-evaluation of ways current norms practice to unmanned and
increasingly, autonomous structures.

This research aims to provide a complete analysis of the legal status of drones in armed
conflicts via exploring the interplay among technological advancement and the regulatory
landscape of IHL. It begins by means of analysing the foundational legal principles that govern
armed conflict and how they follow to drone operations. This includes an exploration of the
Geneva Conventions, their Additional Protocols, and customary international law, that specialize
in how those frameworks cope with the specific attributes of drone war.

Additionally, the research explores how drones are used in operations, distinguishing
between different types of UAVs, from surveillance drones to armed systems that can carry out
targeted attacks. It evaluates the effects of these various roles on adherence to the principles of
distinction and proportionality, emphasizing the operational and ethical difficulties linked to
their implementation.

The discussion goes into important topics about accountability and responsibility,
especially in relation to civilian impact and collateral damage. The rise of self-operating drones,
coupled with Al technology, introduces a new level of difficulty to these issues, prompting
discussions on the necessity of human supervision and the risk of illegal behaviours.

We will try to examines recent advancements in global responses and regulatory
initiatives to manage the challenges of drone warfare. And we assess suggestions for revising
legal structures and the involvement of global organizations in promoting agreement on
appropriate drone utilization.

It is essential to comprehend the legal standing of drones in the current framework of
international humanitarian law as their role grows in armed conflicts. This article aims to shed
light on how technology and law intersect, providing ideas on how the international community
can handle the changing landscape of contemporary warfare and in the same time protecting
humanitarian values.

When examining this research paper about The Legal Status of Drones in Armed Conflicts,
we assess how the existing legal structures of international humanitarian law (IHL) are evolving
with the incorporation of drone technology in warfare. How does the article specifically examine
the conflict between the principles of distinction and proportionality and the practical aspects of
drone strikes? Furthermore, what knowledge does the article offer on the mechanisms used to
hold individuals accountable for violations related to drones, and how could these systems
change to confront upcoming challenges from autonomous drones and more advanced weapons?
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First topic: Legal Framework Governing Drones in Armed Conflicts
First requirement: International Humanitarian Law

International humanitarian law serves as the foundation for controlling behavior in times
of war, including the utilization of new technologies like drones. IHL is based on fundamental
principles aimed at reducing the impact of war on civilians and property: distinction,
proportionality, and necessity. The Geneva Conventions of 1949 and their Additional Protocols
are where these principles are codified, serving as the main legal requirements for parties at war.
The principle of distinction requires fighters to differentiate between military targets and civilian
objects, making sure that attacks are aimed only at valid military targets’. Proportionality
mandates that the expected collateral damage to civilians or civilian property should not
outweigh the direct military benefit achieved from an attack. It is necessary to limit the use of
force to only what is needed to achieve the legitimate goals of the conflict .

With the increased use of UAVs in warfare, a more detailed understanding of these
principles is needed for their successful integration. The distinctive features of drones, like their
accuracy in targeting and their capacity for remote operations, present both advantages and
obstacles for adherence to IHL. The accuracy of drones can improve compliance with the
principle of distinction by decreasing the chance of unintended harm to civilians. Nevertheless,
the use of drones also brings up issues related to responsibility and the possibility of more
unintended harm, especially in complicated city settings were identifying between fighters and
non-combatants is inherently difficult.

Utilizing drones in urban warfare poses intricate obstacles within the realm of international
humanitarian law, especially when it comes to differentiating between individuals engaged in
combat and innocent civilians in heavily populated areas. Identifying legitimate military targets
in city environments is inherently difficult and increases the chance of unintended civilian
casualties. COLEMAN contends that drones, despite their accuracy, may unintentionally inflict
considerable damage because of their dependence on frequently faulty identification technology
and the uncertain conditions of urban battlefields®. Moreover, certain studies emphasize that the
increasing use of drone technology in these settings is causing issues with the traditional
standards of proportionality and distinction in war. And some examination shows that the
challenges of urban warfare make it extremely hard to guarantee that drone attacks adhere to
international humanitarian principles, leading to significant worries about safeguarding civilian
lives and property. many researches highlight the importance of strict operational procedures and
increased accountability measures to reduce unintentional harm to civilians in complicated
environments®.

Second requirement: Application of IHL to aerial warfare and unmanned systems.

The use of International Humanitarian Law in aerial warfare, including unmanned
drones, involves both traditional legal frameworks for piloted aircraft and new approaches. The
core principles of IHL - distinction, proportionality, and necessity - continue to play a crucial
role in governing drone usage, but they must be adjusted to fit the specific traits of unmanned
technology. The importance of distinguishing between military targets and civilian objects is
especially crucial for drones due to their ability to accurately target specific locations. This
accuracy could potentially improve adherence to the principle by reducing unintended harm to
civilians, but it also requires strict commitment to operational procedures to prevent drones from
accidentally causing civilian deaths”.

The principle of proportionality, requiring that collateral damage to civilians remains
reasonably low compared to the expected military benefits, is also reviewed when it comes to
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drone strikes. The ability to conduct real-time surveillance and targeted strikes remotely
questions the effectiveness of proportionality assessments. Furthermore, the necessity principle
dictates that military actions should be limited to only what is crucial for reaching the goals of
the conflict, necessitating a thoughtful examination of the impact of drone technology on
strategic and tactical choices. As drones with autonomous systems that can make targeting
decisions without human control advance, there is a growing need for ongoing legal and ethical
scrutiny to ensure compliance with established humanitarian norms.

Dealing with the issues of using unmanned systems like drones in war requires a
comprehensive strategy to ensure adherence to international humanitarian law. A crucial answer
requires strict legal frameworks and oversight mechanisms to be put in place. JAMES T.
WILLIAMS and other researchers support creating global guidelines for drone use, which should
include strict accountability measures to prevent breaches of humanitarian laws>. On the other
hand, a different other researcher like RODRIGUEZ proposes that combining sophisticated
technological protections with strong legal regulations can reduce risks. She stresses the
importance of creating adaptive targeting algorithms and ensuring that unmanned systems are
operated with strict rules of engagement in line with principles of distinction and proportionality.
So, at the end there is a concur that improving supervision, along with incorporating advanced
technological regulations, is crucial for reducing unintentional damage and ensuring that
unmanned systems have a positive impact on the implementation of armed conflict®.

Third requirement: Customary International Law

Customary International Law plays a crucial role in determining the legal standards for
using drones in armed conflicts. Customary norms, based on consistent state practice and opinio
juris, offer a framework that works alongside treaty law to regulate emerging technologies.
Evaluating the compatibility of traditional law with drone usage involves examining if current
practices and new state actions adhere to International Humanitarian Law guidelines on aerial
activities. An example is the traditional rule of distinction which requires all parties in a conflict
to differentiate between soldiers and non-combatants, an essential factor in determining the
legality of drone attacks’.

Recent case studies demonstrate how customary norms regarding drone warfare are
changing over time. The United States' utilization of drones in targeted strikes against non-state
actors has sparked discussions on upholding customary rules regarding proportionality and
necessity. The legal consequences of these actions were analyzed in relation to the drone attacks
carried out in Yemen and Pakistan, which have led to international discussions over worries
about civilian deaths and national sovereignty®.

In Pakistan, drone strikes are being questioned for breaching national sovereignty and
leading to civilian deaths®. Similarly, Yemen, the widespread utilization of drones has triggered
discussions about the humanitarian consequences and compliance with legal regulations
concerning warfare'®. These references emphasize the continuing discussion regarding the trade-
off between security priorities and legal limitations, emphasizing the necessity for more defined
rules and ways to ensure responsibility.

The range of functions performed by drones in military settings involves various legal
and operational factors to consider. There are three main types of drones: surveillance drones,
combat drones, and autonomous drones. Surveillance drones, also known as reconnaissance
UAVs, are mainly utilized for the purpose of gathering intelligence and conducting surveillance,
offering immediate information on enemy activities and conditions on the battlefield. Drones for
combat, like the ones for targeted attacks, come with weapons and are utilized to target specific

781



E.ISSN: 2661-7404 _Academic ~Sournal of Lagal and "Rolitical (Researchs P.ISSN:2571-9971 /75 %

|
\ 2\

Year: 2024 Vol : 08 No : 02 Page : 778 - 791

The Legal Status of Drones in Armed Conflicts: Analysing Current Norms and Future Challenges

military objectives. Self-governing drones, a developing group, have the ability to make
targeting choices with little human involvement™.

The key factors in evaluating whether drone operations comply with International
Humanitarian Law are the legal concepts of distinction and proportionality. The principle of
distinction mandates that drones must only target military objectives rather than civilians or
civilian objects. Combat drones are required to strictly target only those entities that qualify as
military objectives, following this principle. The principle of proportionality requires that the
potential harm to civilians and civilian objects should not be too high compared to the expected
military benefit of an attack. Examination of different drone missions, like the U.S. drone attacks
in Afghanistan and the debate over the 2015 drone strike in Pakistan as we mentioned before,
demonstrates both following and difficulties in implementing these principles. Analyzing these
case studies demonstrates the challenges of following IHL rules while utilizing drones' advanced
features for military objectives™.

Using drones in warfare creates various legal and ethical issues that increase the chances of
unintentional harm and make it harder to follow international humanitarian laws. Drones, despite
improving accuracy, also pose serious risks because they depend on advanced technology and
immediate data analysis. So, it is certain that the built-in restrictions of drone surveillance and
targeting systems may cause misidentification of targets, leading to unintentional harm to
civilians and property. This issue is especially troublesome in crowded areas where it is difficult
to differentiate between those involved in combat and those who are not. Moreover, the lack of
transparency and accountability due to operational secrecy and distance in drone warfare can
result in violations of humanitarian principles. Therefore, the incorporation of drones in warfare
requires strict rules and strong monitoring systems to manage the risks involved and maintain
compliance with the principles of distinction and proportionality*.

Second topic: Legal and Ethical Challenges
First requirement: Accountability and Responsibility

Using drones in wars creates difficult legal and ethical issues regarding accountability
and responsibility. Having a clear framework for assigning responsibility for illegal actions is
essential with the increasing use of drones by both governmental and non-governmental entities.
Problems with accountability occur when drone attacks lead to breaches of International
Humanitarian Law, like incorrect targeting or excessive damage. It is essential to hold
accountable those in charge of drone operations to preserve the rule of law and uphold
humanitarian standards. The difficulty is increased by the distant location of drone activities,
making it hard to determine the hierarchy and assign blame for mistakes or misconduct™*.

Using drones in armed conflicts creates difficulties in assigning responsibility because
operators are physically removed from the battlefield, making it hard to determine who is
accountable for any breaches of international laws. For that we should points out that the isolated
nature of drone operations can frequently hide the chain of command and decision-making
procedures, resulting in challenges when trying to hold particular individuals or entities
responsible for illegal attacks. Moreover, the intricate technology of drones creates uncertainties
in operational choices, adding to the difficulty of ensuring adherence to legal standards of
differentiation and proportion. This problem is worsened by the lack of specific legal structures
to tackle the distinct characteristics of drone warfare'®. Hence, overcoming these challenges
necessitates the creation of extensive global rules that outline responsibility measures and
guarantee that all individuals participating in drone activities adhere to strict legal and ethical
guidelines.

Second requirement: Civilian Impact and Collateral Damage
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The legal and ethical debate on drone warfare is focused on the potential for collateral
damage and its impact on civilian populations. Despite being created to increase accuracy and
reduce harm to civilians, drones can still cause unintended damage when deployed in crowded
locations. Utilizing the principle of proportionality in practice can be difficult when evaluating
live data and determining targets due to the need to balance military goals with potential harm to
civilians. Examples such as the 2010 drone attack in Pakistan, which led to harm to civilians,
emphasize the challenges of upholding IHL principles and meeting strategic goals in drone
operations'®.

Ensuring civilians are safe from drone-related risks in armed conflicts requires a mix of
advanced technology and strict legal protections. One important tactic is to improve targeting
protocols to guarantee drones have the most accurate identification and tracking systems. And it
necessary to stress the significance of creating sophisticated algorithms that can effectively
differentiate between fighters and non-fighters, thus minimizing the chances of unintentional
harm to civilians. It is essential to have strong monitoring and accountability systems in place.
And we must support global regulations that require transparency in drone activities and ensure
strict adherence to humanitarian principles’’. Additionally, incorporating legal regulations
mandating assessments before strikes and evaluations after strikes can also improve protection
for civilians. RILEY suggests that in addition to these measures, drone operators should receive
thorough training to follow international humanitarian norms and reduce the chances of
unintended harm®®. Therefore, it is crucial to have a multifaceted strategy that includes
technological advancements, along with strong legal and operational oversight, in order to
protect civilians during drone warfare.

Third requirement: Autonomous Drones and the Role of Artificial Intelligence

The emergence of self-governing drones, paired with Al capabilities, brings about more
legal and ethical challenges. These systems can autonomously make targeting decisions, causing
worries about following IHL principles without human supervision. The role of artificial
intelligence in military decision-making questions conventional ideas of accountability and
responsibility, as it becomes harder to identify individuals responsible for decisions. This
problem highlights the importance of strong legal and ethical rules for controlling autonomous
systems and ensuring they comply with IHL. Debates about Al and self-driving drones
emphasize the necessity of human supervision to guarantee adherence to humanitarian
principles™.

The introduction of artificial intelligence into drone warfare presents various crucial
challenges and risks that impact compliance with international humanitarian law. Relying on Al-
controlled drones raises significant worries regarding the precision and dependability of target
recognition. Although Al can improve accuracy, it also comes with notable risks of breakdowns
or errors, potentially resulting in illegal strikes and unintentional harm to civilians. The decision-
making process can be difficult to determine accountability and responsibility for errors or
violations of humanitarian principles due to the complexity of Al systems. Additionally, Al-
powered drones could make it harder to ensure adherence to the principles of distinction and
proportionality, since they rely on algorithms that may not completely understand human
judgment and contextual elements in conflict areas”®. However, the use of Al in drones requires
careful supervision and a strong legal structure to address potential risks. So, the absence of these
measures could weaken the defense of civilians and result in more breaches of international
humanitarian law with the incorporation of Al in combat drones. Therefore, effectively dealing
with these problems necessitates a holistic strategy that combines technological and legal
measures to guarantee the ethical use of Al-controlled drones in armed conflicts?.
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Third topic: Recent Developments and Emerging Issues of Drones
First requirement: Technological Advancements

The rapid progress in drone capabilities has greatly influenced their function in
contemporary warfare, bringing about fresh possibilities and obstacles for adhering to
International Humanitarian Law. Advancements in drone technology, such as upgraded
surveillance capabilities, extended range, and enhanced accuracy, have revolutionized the way
military operations are carried out. These developments allow for more accurate aiming and
improved operational effectiveness, while also giving rise to complicated legal and ethical
concerns. For example, the advancement of stealth drones and sophisticated Al incorporation
poses a challenge to conventional methods of evaluating adherence to the principles of
distinction and proportionality. As drones evolve, it is crucial to consistently assess their
alignment with humanitarian norms and adjust regulatory actions as needed®.

mentioning of the progress of stealth drones and the integration of advanced artificial
intelligence present notable obstacles and advantages in the field of armed conflict, affecting
operational efficiency and adherence to international humanitarian law. The use of stealth
technology allows drones to avoid detection by standard radar systems, improving their strategic
importance but also making it harder to identify targets and apply legal regulations. So, we
notice that the incorporation of Al algorithms that enhance precision in targeting and
autonomous decision-making capabilities has both positive and negative effects. Although these
advancements can improve operational efficiency, they also prompt worries about the ability of
automated systems to accurately differentiate between combatants and civilians. The MQ-9
Reaper drone is a well-known technology with advanced Al for independent navigation and
targeting, along with stealth capabilities. This drone showcases the possibility of increased
tactical benefits and increased potential for unintended harm without proper regulation®,
Moreover, the growing utilization of Al in covert drones requires strict supervision to guarantee
that these systems adhere to international humanitarian law and do not unintentionally worsen
civilian casualties or breach the principles of distinction and proportionality. Therefore, although
stealth drones and Al provide important strategic advantages, their use must be closely
monitored in order to deal with the resulting legal and ethical issues®*.

Second requirement: International Responses and Regulatory Efforts

Due to the widespread use of drone technology in warfare, the international community
has made attempts to create rules and improve supervision. Efforts like the United Nations
efforts on autonomous weapons and the suggested Digital Geneva Convention are geared
towards tackling the legal loopholes and ethical issues linked to drone usage. These measures
aim to set rules and guidelines for the utilization of drones in warfare, making sure that legal and
ethical factors keep up with technological progress. Even with these attempts, it is still difficult
to reach an agreement on broad regulations due to differing state interests and fast technological
advancements®.

The advancement in creating a Digital Geneva Convention shows a rising awareness of the
importance of controlling new technologies and ensuring they comply with international
humanitarian law. States and international organizations are actively working together to tackle
the legal and ethical issues surrounding digital warfare and cyber operations. so, the main goals
of this convention as safeguarding civilians in the online world and setting standards for how
states should act in digital warfare. Notwithstanding these developments, states' attitudes towards
the Digital Geneva Convention differ, often aligning with distinct national interests and security
worries. Certain states strongly support implementing comprehensive regulatory frameworks to
reduce the dangers of cyber warfare and digital attacks, while others doubt the practicality and
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success of these agreements, pointing to worries about sovereignty and potential technological
limitations®. Likewise, some offer an examination of government reactions, indicating a range
of backing and opposition. But we should point out that while some support the creation of clear
legal standards and accountability mechanisms in the digital realm, others are more hesitant,
highlighting the importance of flexible and adaptable measures to deal with quickly changing
technologies. The continuing discussions highlight the intricate factors to consider when
develozp?ing a Digital Geneva Convention that addresses both security concerns and humanitarian
values®'.

Third requirement: Case Law and Precedents

The changing utilization of drones has also impacted legal precedents and case law,
affecting how IHL is interpreted and applied. Recent legal battles concerning drone attacks have
focused on matters of legality, responsibility, and adherence to humanitarian principles. For
instance, legal disputes regarding drone activities, like the International Court of Justice's
assessment of targeted assassinations, highlight the increasing amount of case law shaping the
legality of drone warfare. These precedent cases offer important insights on how international
courts and tribunals handle the legality of drone strikes and their consistency with established
principles of International Humanitarian Law (IHL). The evolving case law is still molding the
legal environment of drone warfare, impacting state practices and international legal norms®.

The ICJ has taken a nuanced approach to the issue of targeted assassinations from drone
attacks, considering legal complexities and humanitarian concerns. The 1CJ has struggled with
the legal consequences of drone attacks under the scope of international humanitarian law. The
Court frequently focuses on the importance of distinction and proportionality when determining
the legality of targeted attacks. It is important to point out the important ruling of the ICJ in
*Legal Consequences of the Construction of a Wall in the Occupied Palestinian Territory*
(2004), which dealt with targeted actions in conflict areas. While not solely focused on drone
strikes, this advisory decision analyzed the legality of actions in occupied areas, establishing a
standard for evaluating targeted assaults, including those carried out by drones, according to
international law. The ICJ highlighted the importance of following international humanitarian
principles, underscoring that military actions must observe the duty to differentiate between
fighters and non-combatants, as well as maintain proportionality to avoid unnecessary harm to
civilians. The Court's examination highlights the difficulties of implementing these principles in
contemporary drone warfare, as developments in technology make it harder to apply
conventional legal criteria. Therefore, we notice the changing decisions of the ICJ are still
influencing the global legal framework on targeted killings and drone strikes, emphasizing the
importance of clear and steady legal guidelines in this quickly advancing conflict zone®*.
Fourth topic: Policy Recommendations and Future Directions
First requirement: Enhancing Legal Frameworks

In order to deal with the changing difficulties brought about by drone technology in
times of war, it is essential to improve current legal structures and create new rules that can more
effectively address the distinct features of drone warfare. Updating International Humanitarian
Law (IHL) to explicitly include provisions addressing drones, reflecting their technological
capabilities and operational realities, is essential for strengthening the legal framework. This
could involve changing agreements and establishing fresh principles that consider the specific
characteristics of drone attacks, the consequences of self-governing systems, and the importance
of definite rules of combat. Updates are crucial to ensure that the principles of distinction,
proportionality, and necessity are properly implemented in modern warfare®.
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Continuous updates and refinement of international legal standards are necessary to ensure
that the principles of distinction, proportionality, and necessity are properly implemented in the
use of drones in armed conflict. Adapting these principles to modern technologies is crucial in
order to stay in line with international humanitarian law. Jones contends that due to the fast
progression of drone technology, it is necessary to regularly revise legal frameworks in order to
tackle emerging challenges and guarantee that drone activities adhere to core humanitarian
principles. As an example, the United States has implemented actions like upgraded pre-strike
evaluations and enhanced targeting algorithms in order to more closely follow these guidelines.
This can be seen in the U.S. Department of Defense's instructions on drone missions, which
stress the importance of thorough assessments to differentiate between military targets and non-
combatants and to assess the appropriateness of attacks. Likewise, the European Union has
called for thorough global agreements to govern drone usage, urging for revisions to current
treaties to include detailed rules on autonomous weaponry®. These initiatives showcase a wider
global trend towards improving legal regulations for controlling the use of drones. The actions
taken by leading nations show a shared understanding of the necessity to update legal standards
for using drones in war zones, following the rules of distinction, proportionality, and necessity.
This aims to reduce the likelihood of causing illegal harm and encourage compliance with
international humanitarian law*.

Second requirement: Improving Accountability and Transparency

Improving accountability and transparency in drone activities is essential to ensure
compliance with IHL and to respond to public and international apprehensions regarding their
utilization. This includes setting up strong systems for monitoring and documenting drone
strikes, guaranteeing that all activities adhere to legal and ethical guidelines. Establishing precise
procedures for examining incidents related to drones and ensuring that those who break the rules
are held responsible can strengthen compliance with the law. It is crucial to have transparency
measures, like sharing operational information and issuing frequent reports on drone attacks, in
order to build trust and ensure accountability when using these technologies®.

Creating strong monitoring and documentation systems for drone strikes in armed conflicts
is essential to uphold accountability and compliance with international humanitarian law. Having
efficient monitoring systems is crucial for accurately evaluating the legality of drone strikes and
dealing with possible violations. For that we stress the importance of thorough documentation of
drone operations for understanding compliance with principles like distinction, proportionality,
and necessity, ultimately enhancing accountability and transparency in operations. One instance
of this kind of system is the OHCHR of the United Nations, which oversees and informs about
the consequences of drone attacks in conflict regions like Yemen and Somalia. The OHCHR
uses field investigations, remote sensing technology, and works with local organizations to
document incidents and evaluate adherence to humanitarian standards. Moreover, the ICRC has
created internal systems to monitor and assess drone attacks, offering thorough reports that aid in
grasping the humanitarian effects of these missions®. These systems play a crucial role in
recognizing patterns of illegal behaviour and making sure drone operations are closely
monitored. These monitoring initiatives not just increase transparency but also assist in creating
better rules and procedures for the utilization of drones in war zones™.

Third requirement: Promoting International Cooperation
Developing a unified and successful regulatory approach for drone technology requires
international cooperation due to its worldwide impacts. Collaboration among states, international
organizations, and NGOs can facilitate standardization of practices regarding drone use.
Encouraging discussion and collaboration in multilateral settings like the United Nations can
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help create global standards and deals to tackle issues related to drone warfare. Coming to an
agreement on the ethical use of drones and exchanging best practices between states will help
establish better and widely recognized rules.

Working together on a global scale to set universal standards and agreements for
controlling drone warfare has played a crucial role in tackling the complicated legal and ethical
problems linked to their utilization. International forums and agreements have made significant
progress in developing thorough regulatory frameworks. A key instance is the 2016 Convention
on Certain Conventional Weapons (CCW) Protocol on Lethal Autonomous Weapons Systems
(LAWS), which aims to handle the consequences of autonomous and semi-autonomous weapon
systems, like drones. This protocol, which focuses on accountability and legal compliance, is the
result of collaboration among member states regarding the use of autonomous systems in armed
conflict. The Global Initiative on the Regulation of Drone Warfare, established in 2021, is
another significant effort that unites governments, non-governmental organizations, and
academic institutions to create and advocate for global drone operation standards®’. This project
aims to unify national regulations, improve transparency, and guarantee compliance with
humanitarian principles. These collaborative initiatives demonstrate an increasing global
agreement on the necessity of strong worldwide guidelines to tackle the issues presented by
drone warfare and to guarantee their compliance with international humanitarian law*®.

Conclusion

At the end we have tried to delved into the legal position of drones in warfare,
emphasizing the complex relationship between advancements in technology and International
Humanitarian Law (IHL). Important discoveries highlight that drones provide better accuracy
and operational effectiveness, but they also bring about intricate legal and ethical dilemmas. The
examination shows that drones, classified as surveillance, combat, and autonomous systems,
need to follow the IHL principles of distinction, proportionality, and necessity. Nevertheless,
implementing these principles is made difficult by the distant location of drone missions, the
possibility of unintended harm, and the increasing importance of self-governing technologies.
Furthermore, the debate over accountability and responsibility in drone strikes persists,
complicated by challenges in promoting transparency and adhering to legal norms.

The extensive consequences of drone warfare on international law and international
security are significant. The inclusion of drones in military tactics disrupts current legal
standards and requires revisions to international humanitarian law to account for the distinctive
qualities of unmanned systems. The changing nature of drone technology affects how
humanitarian principles are understood and applied, prompting questions about whether current
legal frameworks are sufficient for regulating contemporary warfare. The growing use of drones
has also intensified discussions about sovereignty, civilian safety, and the ethical aspects of
automated warfare. With the progression of drone technology, it is vital for the international
community to address these concerns so that legal regulations can keep pace with technological
advancements.

In the future, ensuring drones are incorporated into the legal framework of armed
conflicts will necessitate a proactive and flexible strategy. Dealing with the difficulties presented
by drones requires improving current legal standards and promoting global collaboration to
create thorough regulatory protocols. Creating specific rules and mechanisms for oversight is
crucial in ensuring that the advantages of drone technology are balanced with the need to uphold
humanitarian principles. Continued discussion, legal advancements, and ethical examination will
be essential in establishing a framework that promotes the responsible deployment of drones and
upholds international humanitarian principles as the nature of warfare changes.
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