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Abstract: 

     Fake news has become a threat to societies, health systems, and the media. The spread of 

false information on social media platforms since the outbreak of the COVID-19 pandemic has 

eroded public trust in the media. The lack of laws regulating online activity has exacerbated the 

impact of fake news. However, recognizing the seriousness of the issue, the Algerian legislature 

passed an amendment to the Penal Code in April 2020, criminalizing the dissemination of fake 
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news that could undermine public order. This study analyzes this amendment to identify the 

responsibilities associated with the crime of spreading fake news and the methods to combat it. 

Keywords: crime, false news, criminal responsibility. 
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