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Abstract

The United States has maintained a strong military presence in Europe since the end of
World War 1I. This presence has undergone several reductions, particularly after the end of
the Cold War. With the outbreak of the Russian-Ukrainian war, the United States intensified
its military presence on NATO's eastern flank and supported Ukraine on all political,
economic, and military levels. The commitment of President Joe Biden's administration was a
crucial factor in Ukraine's ability to resist the Russian attack on the one hand, and a source of
reassurance to its allies in Europe on the other. However, this reality began to change with the
assumption of the US administration by President Donald Trump. His return to the presidency
in 2025 exacerbated concerns about the future of the American commitment to European
security, especially in light of the high costs of the war on the US treasury. In light of this, this
study reviews the scenarios that anticipate the future of the American military presence on the
European continent, starting with the scenario of strengthening the military presence, passing
through the scenario of complete withdrawal, and ending with the scenario of reducing the
number of forces. It argues that the most likely scenario is the scenario of reducing the
number of forces for several strategic considerations.

Keywords: Russian-Ukrainian war, US policy towards Europe, US military presence in
Europe
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