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Abstract:

This study examines the legal regime of international straits in light of the United
Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS) of 1982, focusing on the rules
governing navigation through straits used for international navigation. The Convention
introduced the regime of transit passage to ensure the freedom of navigation and overflight
between different parts of the seas and oceans while respecting the sovereignty of the
bordering coastal States. It also granted these States certain powers related to navigational
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safety, marine environmental protection, and the regulation of maritime traffic, provided that
such measures do not impede international transit.

This legal regime is based on achieving a balance between the national interests of
coastal States and the requirements of international trade and navigation. The Convention has
contributed significantly to the unification of the legal rules governing international straits and
to reducing disputes arising from their use.

Keywords: International Straits, Transit Passage, Law of the Sea, , Coastal States, UNCLOS
1982.
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