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Abstract:

This study sheds light on the structural causes underlying the French military withdrawal from
the African Sahel region by primarily focusing on the determinants shaping French strategic
interests in the area, as well as analyzing the multifaceted repercussions of this disengagement.
In this venue, the study argues that France’s failure to effectively counter terrorism in the region
engendered a wave of public and political hostility toward its military presence. This withdrawal
was further exacerbated by the emergence of rival global powers offering alternative security and
economic partnerships to regional states. Consequently, this military drawdown has catalyzed an
escalation of security and terrorist threats, particularly when viewed in light of the severe
domestic crises plaguing the Sahel nations. Ultimately, these intersecting dynamics have altered
the regional security paradigm, thereby allowing competing powers to capitalize on the palpable
decline of French influence.
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