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Argument Mechanisms in Political Sermonizing Discourse:
Analysis Fridays' Sermons in Change Square in Sana‘a
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Abstract:

The study focused on analyzing the argument techniques in Fridays sermons at Change
Square in Sana‘a during the February 11, 2011 revolution, highlighting their significance as
prominent forms of protest speeches within the Arab Spring revolutions. Over a hundred
sermons were observed and examined, with a hundred of them listed in a table appended at the
end of this research. The remaining were referenced as needed. The analysis incorporated
illustrative tables and employed discourse analysis theories to explore persuasive methods,
justification, and argumentation styles. Additionally, it utilized semiotic approaches to uncover
the speeches' intentions and implicit meanings, examining their structural elements: introduction,
preamble, the tow sermons, conclusion, and supplication. Furthermore, it analyzed the title as a
parallel text to any creative or non-creative text, alongside its inverse relationship primarily with
the text, governed fundamentally by extensional and reflexive relations.

Keywords: Argument; Protest; Political sermons; Arabic spring, revolution 2011.
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