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Starvation as a war crime in the Gaza Strip: ""The international
responsibility of the occupying power and accountability mechanisms".

T sy S s

-l 5 dasls
ryadbarkat25@gmail.com

2026 -09 -22 :Jial) i gl 2026 -08 -16 :Jlall Jsd 2026 -05 -09  :J&al) Juw)) )b

s padlall
ClSlen) yladl (e dbas @ pla o cna Al sl aladia) Auhall b3 Jylim
alad I L) S50, (e 54 5okl 4iu € g Hlany adals )Y ¢ Sl sl 05l
eleall Qlaall e g5l S chal e 82 o Gagidl Jlaall Jean 85 (1977
0aSis Aaluall Cilelyill ol dlaall seld ae mualy iaplad B coaina) aa dngall oagiall
DY) gy ady claall e SO haialy Al gall Alelual) LT gnd & A3S)all AISEY)
A el dashaiall & DY) Gl aagana e ChiS Lo gay ccna TaaS asaill il gilal)
Jawe dai ) Ahall 038 o dile s cpaiil) 3o Caalagi Aais dsall Y ulaa L 3l
Aoallal)l ALzl AN Tase Joans cAadgall Aliall AeSadll paliaid] acd e cdalall Alelidll
Guirdl Ggis Ogay Sl sl Ol aeld alpa) et Aeld 406 U kg
sl Aeluadll 33 e jlanll ¢ Slay) Lol Ol cim ZIS ausatll shaliad) clas
Al gall 4liall AeSaal)

oyl gl *

846



T SN0 2661-7404 1s s day,  Asabeall g A5 gAY gl Loagals) Uaall 2571 - 9971 189 2a,
oA D saml) ikad) s alaal) 2026 ;i)

CAplsal) cillly gAY Adgal Al Alghusall B8 £l B i dayas g gadl)

Abstract:

This study examines the use of starvation as a weapon of war in the Gaza Strip, as one
of the most serious violations of international humanitarian law, due to its explicit prohibition
enshrined in Article 54 of Additional Protocol | of 1977. The siege imposed on Gaza has
transformed from a military measure into a form of systematic collective punishment directed
against civilians, in clear contravention of the rules of protection during armed conflicts. The
central problem lies in the inadequacy of international accountability mechanisms and the
continued impunity, despite the clear legal basis for criminalizing starvation as a war crime.
This reveals the limitations of enforcement mechanisms in the international legal system and
the paralysis of the UN Security Council as a result of the use of the veto. Accordingly, this
study seeks to activate means of international accountability by supporting the jurisdiction of
the International Criminal Court, strengthening the principle of universal jurisdiction, and
developing effective monitoring mechanisms that ensure respect for the rules of international
humanitarian law and the protection of the rights of Palestinian civilians.

Keywords: Starvation as a weapon of war, international humanitarian law, the blockade of
Gaza, international accountability, the International Criminal Court.
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! International Committee of Red Cross(ICRC), Starvation of Civilians as a Database ,2024.

2 Eyal Benvenisti, The International Law of Prolonged Sieges and Blockades ,U.S.Naval War
College,2021.

% ICRC,Customary IHL Database- Rule 53: Starvation as Method of Starvation under
Intternational Humanitarian Law,Legal Brief,2023.

* Diakonia ,Prohibition of Starvation under International Humanitarian Law,Legal Brief ,2023.

> L.G.Field,"The War Crime of Starvation : Grasping the Low -Hanging Fruit,"Lieber Institute
Commentary on Law and Warfare ,2022.
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® Protocol Additional to the Geveva Convention of 12 August1949,and Relating to the Protection
of Victims of Non-International Armed Conflicts (Protocol I1),Article 14,1977.

” Ibid,Atticle 54(2).

® Protocol Additional to the Geveva Convention of 12 August1949,and Relating to the Protection
of Victims of Non-International Armed Conflicts (Protocol I1),Article14,1977

® United Nations Security Council, Resolution 2417 (2018), The Protection of Civilians in Armed
Conflic ,adopted on 24 May2018.

19 |CRC,Customay IHL Database-Rule 53,2024.

1 ICRC, Customary IHL Database- Rules 53-54 : Objects Indispensable to Survival ,2024.

12 Rome Statute of the International Criminal Court, Article 8(2)(b)(xxv),1998.

3 Vasuki Nesiah,"Accountability for Starvation Crimes in Occupied Territoiries," Harvard
International Law Journal ,\Vol.65,2004.
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% Robert Kolb, International Humanitarian Law : An Introduction,Cambridje University
Press,2023,p.312.
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College,2021,p.44.
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® UN OCHA ,Humanitarian Situation Report : Gaza Blockade and Its Impact on Civilians,New
York, United Nattions,2023,p.9.

" Human Rights Watch,Gaza: Israels Blockade Amounts to Collective Punishment, New York:
HRW,2024,p17.

8AL-Hag,Israels  Continued Control over Gaza: Legal Implications of the
Blockade,Ramallah:AL-Haqg Organization Law in Practice ,Cambridje: Cambridge University
Press,2022,p.23.

% Darcy,S, Judging the Law of Armed Conflictl: International Law in Practice, Cambridge :
University Press ,2020,pp.211-213.

20 International Commitee of the Red Cross (ICRC), Commentary on the Additional Protocols of
1977, Geneva : ICRC,Art.54.
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2L International Committee of the Red Cross,Protocol Additional to the Geneva Conventions
,1977,p14.

°Z |nternational Committee of Red Cross (ICRC) ,Protocol Additional to the Geneva Conventions
,Geneva : ICRC ,1977,p14.

% Droege,C, The Law on Starvation in Armed Conflics ,International Review of the Red
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College,Newport,2001,p.56.
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