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Abstract:

This study examines the international judiciary's role in developing marine environmental
protection rules by analyzing its jurisdictional basis, established principles, and jurisprudential
contributions. It also addresses the legal and practical constraints limiting this role and explores
future prospects for enhancement. Using a descriptive and analytical approach, the research
evaluates legal texts, international conventions, and judicial precedents. The study concludes that
although the international judiciary has significantly consolidated protection principles and
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interpreted global obligations, its ultimate effectiveness depends heavily on strengthening
international cooperation, advancing judicial mechanisms, and ensuring the strict enforcement of
international rulings.

Keywords: International Adjudication, Protection of the Marine Environment, International Law
of the Sea, International Tribunal for the Law of the Sea (ITLOS), Marine Environmental
Disputes.
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% Abdelaziz selma achba, Mansouri mohamed, The Legal and Judicial Foundations of the Precautionary
Principle in International Environmental Law: A Study of the Legislative Framework and International
Policies, Jornal of Legal Studies and Researches, Vol: 10 N° 2, June 2025, P 101.

%_ Tullio Treves et al. (eds), The Oxford Handbook of the Law of the Sea, Oxford University Press,
Oxford, 2015, pp 604-608.

%7_ International court of Justice, Pulp Mills on the River Uruguay (Argentina v. Uruguay), Judgment of
20 April 2010, paras, 197-205.
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%_ International Tribunal for the Law of the Sea, Responsibilities and Obligations of States Sponsoring
Persons and Entities with Respect to Activities in the Area, Advisory Opinion, 1 February 2011, paras.
117-122, 131-135.

. Ibid, paras 110-120, 221-222.

- Alan E Boyle & Catherine Redgwell, Birnie, Boyle and Redgwell’s International Law and the
Environment, 4th ed, Oxford University Press, 2021, pp 257-263.

“L_ International Tribunal for the Law of the Sea, Request for an Advisory Opinion submitted by the
Commission of Small Island States on Climate Change and International Law, Advisory Opinion, 21 May
2024, paras. 320-332, 441-452.

“2_ Phlippe Sands et al, Principles of International Environmental Law, 4th ed, Cambridge University
Press, 2018, pp 217-220.
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#_ Yoshifumi Tanaka, The International Law of the Sea, 4" ed, Cambridge University Press, 2023, p 322
et seq.

“_1CJ, Pulp Mills on the River Uruguay, Judgment, 2010, paras. 197-204-205.

> Cymie R. Payne, Pulp Mills on the River Uruguay: The international Court of Justice Recognizes
Environmental Law, ASIL Insights, VVol. 14, No. 18, 2010.

“°_ITOLS, paras. 110-120, 131, 221-222.

*"_Yoshifumi Tanaka, The International Law of the Sea, op. cit, p. 322 et seq.

“®_ITOLS, paras 110-117-120.

“_ Permanent Court China Sea Arbitraition (PCA), The South China Sea Arbitration (The Republic of the
Philippines v. The People’s Republic of China), Award of 12 July 2016, paras. 941-945.

% Alan E Boyle & Catherine Redgwell, Birnie, op.cit, p 220 et seq.
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5L_ Attila Proeless, The Contribution of the ITLOS to Strengthening the Regime for the Protection of the
Marine Environment, in Aldo Del Vecchio & Roberto Virzo (eds), Interpretation of the United Nations
Convention on the Law of the Sea by International Courts and Tribunals, Springer, Cham, 2019, p 93.

%2_ ITOLS, paras. 359-381, 399-406.

3. United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS), 1982, Part XV (Arts. 279-299, 286-
288)

> Ibid, Art 298.
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%_|CJ, Pulp Mills on the River Uruguay, op. cit, paras. 168-169, 189-197.
%_ITOLS, op. cit 110-120, 221-222.

. UNCLOS, op. cit, Arts 286-288.

% Yoshifumi Tanaka, op. cit, 493 et seq.

. Alan Boyle & Catherine Redgwell, op. cit, 220 et seq.

%_ITOLS, op. cit, paras 110-120, 221-222.

®1_ Philippe Sands et al, op. cit, p 220.

®2_ UNCLOS, op. cit, Arts 286-299.
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83_ State of the International Court of Justice, adopted on 26 June 1945, entered into force on 24 October
1945, Art 59, Charter of the United Nations, signed on 26 June 1945, entered into force on 24 October
1945, Art 94.

8. 1CJ, Pulp Mills on the River Uruguay, op. cit, paras. 164-168, 181-189.

8. ITOLS, op. cit, paras 110-120, 131, 221-222.

%_UNCLOS, op. cit, Arts 192, 194, 197.
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