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Abstract:

This study examines the pivotal role of maritime chokepoints in shaping the nature of
international relations and their influence on the reconfiguration of geopolitical balances
among major global powers. Maritime chokepoints constitute one of the most significant
geostrategic assets governing international trade, energy security, and global maritime
connectivity. Throughout history, great powers have sought to establish control over these
strategic waterways in recognition of their vital economic, military, and geopolitical
importance .Within this context, the U.S.—China rivalry represents the most prominent
manifestation of the struggle for control over maritime routes in the Indo-Pacific region,
where concerns related to energy security, freedom of navigation, and the protection of global
supply chains intersect with broader strategic objectives. Conversely, the U.S.—Russia rivalry
is primarily concentrated on the Turkish Straits—namely the Bosporus and the Dardanelles—
owing to their strategic significance in controlling access to the Black Sea and their critical
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role in shaping the security architecture of Eastern Europe and the broader Eurasian
geopolitical space.

The study concludes that competition over maritime chokepoints has evolved beyond the
mere control of international sea lanes to become a central instrument in the pursuit of
geopolitical influence and strategic dominance, making these waterways one of the key
determinants of the contemporary balance of power and the evolving structure of the
international system

Keywords: Maritime Straits — Geopolitics — Great Power Competition — Great Powers.
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! _H. K. Dastjerdi & N. H. Nasrabady, "Role of Malacca Strait With Geopolitical and Strategic
Approach,” Geopolitics Quarterly, Vol. 16, No. 4, 2021, p. 270.
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