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Abstract:  

This study examines the phenomenon of illegal migration in North African countries, 

focusing on the economic, political, and social factors driving migration, as well as its political 

and social implications for both host societies and the international community. The research 

highlights that high youth unemployment, political instability, and social marginalization are the 

primary drivers of irregular migration, while ongoing conflicts and the absence of effective state 

authority—particularly in Libya—exacerbate the risks faced by migrants. The study also 

explores the impact of illegal migration on international relations, national security, and local 

communities, using case studies from Libya, Morocco, and Tunisia. The findings suggest that 

addressing the root causes of migration through economic development, promoting political 

stability, and ensuring the protection of migrants’ rights are essential strategies to mitigate the 

challenges posed by illegal migration in the region. 
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Background and Context 

Illegal migration has emerged as one of the most pressing global issues of the 

21st century, with North Africa playing a pivotal role due to its strategic location 

as a bridge between Sub-Saharan Africa and Europe. Countries such as Morocco, 

Algeria, Tunisia, Libya, and Egypt are not only sources of migrants but also key 

transit points for those seeking to reach Europe. According to the International 
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Organization for Migration (IOM, 2023), North Africa accounts for a significant 

proportion of irregular migration flows into Europe, with Libya being one of the 

most dangerous routes due to ongoing conflicts and the absence of state authority 
(1)

 

The phenomenon of illegal migration is driven by a complex interplay of 

economic, political, and social factors. High unemployment rates, political 

instability, and social marginalization are among the primary drivers. For instance, 

the World Bank (2021) reports that youth unemployment in North Africa exceeds 

25%, creating a fertile ground for migration 
(2)

 Additionally, the region's political 

landscape, marked by the aftermath of the Arab Spring and ongoing conflicts, 

further exacerbates the situation. 

Problem Statement 

Despite the growing body of literature on migration, there is a lack of 

comprehensive research focusing specifically on North Africa and its dual role as 

both a source and transit region for illegal migration. This study aims to fill this 

gap by examining the political and social implications of illegal migration in North 

African countries. It seeks to answer critical questions about the root causes of 

migration, its impact on regional stability, and the social consequences for both 

migrants and host communities. 

Research Questions 

1. What are the primary economic, political, and social factors driving illegal 

migration in North Africa? 

2. How does illegal migration affect the political stability and international 

relations of North African countries? 

3. What are the social consequences of illegal migration for both the migrants 

and the host communities in North Africa? 

Hypotheses 

1. Economic instability, political unrest, and social marginalization are the 

main drivers of illegal migration in North Africa. 

2. Illegal migration exacerbates political tensions and complicates international 

relations, particularly between North African countries and the European Union. 
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3. The social consequences of illegal migration include increased 

discrimination, family disintegration, and heightened pressure on local 

communities. 

Objectives 

The primary objectives of this study are: 

1. To analyze the economic, political, and social factors contributing to illegal 

migration in North Africa. 

2. To explore the political and social repercussions of illegal migration in the 

region. 

3. To provide policy recommendations for addressing the challenges posed by 

illegal migration. 

Methodology 

This study adopts a mixed-methods approach, combining qualitative and 

quantitative research techniques. Data will be collected from secondary sources, 

including academic journals, reports from international organizations (such as the 

IOM and UNHCR), and government publications. Additionally, case studies of 

specific North African countries (e.g., Libya and Morocco) will be conducted to 

provide a deeper understanding of the issue. Statistical data on migration trends, 

unemployment rates, and political instability will be analyzed to support the 

research findings. 

Significance of the Study 

This research contributes to the existing body of knowledge by providing a 

comprehensive analysis of illegal migration in North Africa, a region often 

overlooked in migration studies. The findings will be valuable for policymakers, 

international organizations, and researchers seeking to address the challenges of 

illegal migration and its implications for regional and global stability. 

2. Chapter 1: The Driving Factors of Illegal Migration 

Economic Factors 

Economic instability is one of the primary drivers of illegal migration in North 

Africa. High unemployment rates, particularly among youth, and widespread 

poverty create a strong incentive for individuals to seek better opportunities 
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abroad. According to the (Word Bank, 2021) , youth unemployment in North 

Africa exceeds 25%, with countries like Tunisia and Libya facing even higher 

rates. This economic hardship is compounded by the lack of job opportunities and 

the absence of social safety nets. 

The economic disparity between North Africa and Europe further fuels 

migration. The European Commission (2022) reports that the average income in 

North Africa is less than 20% of that in the European Union, making Europe an 

attractive destination for migrants 
(3)

 This economic gap is exacerbated by 

globalization, which has increased awareness of living standards in developed 

countries through media and social networks. 

Political Factors 

Political instability and conflict are significant contributors to illegal migration 

in North Africa. The region has experienced numerous political upheavals, 

particularly following the Arab Spring in 2011. Countries like Libya have 

descended into chaos, with armed groups and militias controlling large parts of the 

country. According to the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees 

(UNHCR, 2022), Libya has become one of the most dangerous transit routes for 

migrants due to the absence of state authority and the prevalence of human 

trafficking networks 
(4)

 

In addition to conflict, poor governance and corruption in North African 

countries have also contributed to the migration crisis. The Transparency 

International Corruption Perceptions Index (2022) ranks several North African 

countries, including Libya and Morocco, among the most corrupt in the world 
(5)

 

This corruption undermines public trust in institutions and discourages investment, 

further exacerbating economic challenges. 

Social Factors 

Social marginalization and discrimination are also key drivers of illegal 

migration. Many migrants come from marginalized communities that face systemic 

discrimination and limited access to education and healthcare. According to a 

report by the African Development Bank (2021), marginalized groups in North 

Africa, such as the Amazigh community in Morocco, are disproportionately 

affected by poverty and unemployment 
(6)

 

The influence of social media and globalization cannot be overlooked. Platforms 

like Facebook and Instagram often portray an idealized image of life in Europe, 

creating unrealistic expectations among potential migrants. A study by 
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the Institute for Security Studies (2022) found that social media plays a 

significant role in shaping migration decisions, particularly among young people 
(7)

 

3. Chapter 2: Political Implications of Illegal Migration 

International Relations 

Illegal migration has significant implications for international relations, 

particularly between North African countries and the European Union. The EU has 

implemented various policies to curb illegal migration, including border control 

measures and agreements with North African countries to prevent migrants from 

reaching Europe. However, these policies have often led to tensions. For example, 

the EU-Turkey deal (2016) has been criticized for outsourcing migration control 

to third countries, raising concerns about human rights violations 
(8)

 

National Security 

The migration crisis also poses challenges to national security in North Africa. 

The influx of migrants has led to the rise of human trafficking networks and 

organized crime. According to the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime 

(UNODC, 2021), North Africa is a major hub for human trafficking, with Libya 

being a key transit point 
(9)

 These criminal networks exploit migrants, subjecting 

them to violence and abuse. 

Domestic Policies 

North African countries have implemented various domestic policies to address 

illegal migration. For example, Morocco has adopted a more humanitarian 

approach, regularizing the status of thousands of migrants. In contrast, Libya has 

been criticized for its harsh treatment of migrants, including detention and 

deportation. These differing approaches reflect the complex challenges faced by 

North African countries in managing migration. 

4. Chapter 3: Social Implications of Illegal Migration 

Family Disintegration 

Illegal migration often leads to family disintegration, as migrants leave their 

families behind in search of better opportunities. This separation can have long-

term psychological effects on both migrants and their families. According to a 

study by the International Journal of Migration Studies (2021), many migrants 
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experience feelings of guilt and anxiety, while their families face financial and 

emotional hardships 
(10)

 

Discrimination and Violence 

Migrants often face discrimination and violence in both transit and destination 

countries. In North Africa, migrants from Sub-Saharan Africa are particularly 

vulnerable to racism and xenophobia. A report by Amnesty International 

(2022) highlights the widespread abuse of migrants in Libya, including arbitrary 

detention and torture 
(11)

 

Impact on Local Communities 

The influx of migrants also places pressure on local communities in North 

Africa. Host communities often struggle to provide adequate resources, leading to 

tensions between migrants and locals. According to the International Federation 

of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies (2021), these tensions can escalate into 

violence, further complicating the migration crisis 
(12)

 

5. Chapter 4: Case Studies 

Libya: A Transit Hub 

Libya has become a key transit point for migrants due to its strategic location 

and ongoing conflict. However, the country's lack of state authority has made it 

one of the most dangerous routes for migrants. According to the UNHCR (2022), 

migrants in Libya face widespread abuse, including torture and exploitation by 

human traffickers 
(13)

 

Morocco: Policies and Challenges 

Morocco has adopted a more humanitarian approach to migration, regularizing 

the status of thousands of migrants. However, the country still faces challenges in 

managing the influx of migrants and addressing the root causes of migration. 

Tunisia: Economic Crises and Migration 

Tunisia has experienced significant economic challenges following the Arab 

Spring, leading to an increase in illegal migration. The country's political 

instability and high unemployment rates have created a fertile ground for 

migration. 

 



Irregular Migration and Its Political and Social Implications in North Africa: A Regional Analysis (2011–2024( 

 

0220 

6. Conclusion and Recommendations 

Summary of Findings 

This study has highlighted the complex interplay of economic, political, and 

social factors driving illegal migration in North Africa. It has also explored the 

political and social implications of migration, including its impact on international 

relations, national security, and local communities. 

Policy Recommendations 

1. Economic Development: Addressing the root causes of migration through 

economic development and job creation. 

2. Political Stability: Promoting political stability and good governance in 

North African countries. 

3. Human Rights Protection: Ensuring the protection of migrants' rights and 

addressing discrimination and violence. 
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