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Abstract:

Sorcery and witchcraft are among the most perilous negative social phenomena that have
been seen in Algerian society. Their noticeable and troubling spread has been bringing about
serious concerns, justifying urgent action necessary to contain them, restrict their propagation,
and enforce deterrent sanctions on practitioners and clients. This study seeks to define the extent
of such acts, highlight their perils, and establish their legal framework with legal updated texts as
set forth under the 2024 amendments to the Algerian Penal Code. The study concludes that the
Algerian legislature has remedied the legislative vaccum, albeit belatedly, by explicitly
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criminalizing acts of sorcery and witchcraft in line with the principle of criminal legality, yet
without establishing a distinction between sorcery and witchcraft.

Keywords: Sorcery; Divination Crime; Witchcraft; Sanction; Unseen Stories.
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