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Abstract:

The judicial investigation phase is the most important stage of the public prosecution
process. During this phase, the investigating judge, as the first line of investigation at the
court level, is entrusted with the authority to search and investigate all criminal cases brought
before him in order to identify the perpetrators and obtain evidence. He may utilize all
available material and legal means at his disposal.

While the Indictment Chamber represents a second level of investigation at the council
level, it plays a dual role, as a supreme judicial body, either on the occasion of investigating
felonies, given that the investigation into them is mandatory at two levels. Or on the occasion
of being notified directly by the accused, the public prosecutor, or one of the litigants in the
cases specified in the Code of Criminal Procedure. As a supervisory body over the work of
the investigating judge and the performance of the judicial police alike, by monitoring the
appropriateness and legality of all measures and procedures taken on the occasion of the
investigation, it may authorize them or challenge them by cancellation, amendment, or
invalidation

The legislator has introduced profound and fundamental amendments to the powers and
work of both the investigating judge and the indictment chamber in the new Law No. 25-14
dated August 3, 2025, which includes the Code of Criminal Procedure, Through this, he
sought to embody a delicate balance between the necessities of effective investigation to
uncover the truth, and the guarantees of protecting the fundamental rights and freedoms of the
accused, as imposed by the presumption of innocence and a fair trial. These developments are
the focus of our current study.

Keywords: Investigation procedures; investigating judge; indictment chamber .
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