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Abstract

International criminal justice constitutes a fundamental pillar established by the
international community to combat impunity for major international crimes, such as genocide,
war crimes, and crimes against humanity. Its importance lies in protecting international peace
and security and ensuring respect for human rights through the prosecution of individuals
responsible for such crimes before permanent international judicial bodies.

The International Criminal Court (ICC), established under the Rome Statute in 1998,
serves as the permanent judicial institution tasked with trying natural persons involved in
international crimes, ensuring justice, and enforcing international criminal law. However, the
Court faces significant challenges, notably the extensive powers granted to the United Nations
Security Council, including the referral of cases and the deferral of investigations and
prosecutions, as well as issues of non-cooperation by certain states and difficulties in
enforcing judgments and decisions.

These challenges directly affect the Court’s ability to exercise its jurisdiction, impacting
international deterrence of major crimes and the protection of victims. Therefore, it is
essential to strengthen the Court’s independence, ensure state cooperation, and develop
effective mechanisms for implementing judgments while regulating political powers, thereby
consolidating international criminal justice and enhancing global peace and security.

Keywords:International Criminal Justice, International Criminal Court, Major
International Crimes, International Peace and Security, International Criminal Law,
International Cooperation
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