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Abstract:

This study examines how the use of artificial intelligence (Al) targeting systems such as
Lavender and Gospel in the war on Gaza has transformed the conduct of hostilities into a
form of algorithmic warfare that has led to violations of fundamental principles of

international law. It argues that a quasi-automated targeting process-integrating large-scale
data collection, algorithmic classification of individuals and buildings, and the generation of
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kill lists-has significantly reduced meaningful human judgment and accelerated killing and
destruction, in a manner incompatible with obligations enshrined in the Geneva Conventions
and customary international law. This, in turn, gives rise to the international responsibility of
the State and to individual criminal responsibility of commanders, operators and developers
involved in the design, deployment and operational use of such systems. The study concludes
that there is an urgent need to develop specific legal rules governing the use of Al systems in
armed conflict, and to entrench the concepts of algorithmic transparency and meaningful
human control, so as to enable the establishment of international responsibility and the
implementation of its consequences, including reconstruction of Gaza through a
reparations-based approach grounded in accountability.

Keywords: Artificial intelligence; war crimes; crimes against humanity; international
responsibility; individual criminal responsibility.
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24 Pat Kane, (Apr 17, 2024), PK in The National: Israel’s use of Al systems marks start of a ghastly
new era Is Al a tool of malevolent intent in Gaza or the excuse for it? Retrieved from
(https://patkane.substack.com/p/pk-in-the-national-israels-use-of), This is a fully-research-linked,
mildly updated version of my paywalled column for The National, published Saturday, 6th April, 2024
®The huge volume of targets is also likely putting pressure on the humans asked to review them, says
Suchman. "In the face of this kind of acceleration, those reviews become more and more constrained
in terms of what kind of judgment people can actually exercise,” she says.
Mimran adds that, under pressure, analysts will be more likely to accept the Al's targeting
recommendations, regardless of whether they are correct. Targeting officers may be tempted to think
that "life will be much easier if we flow with the machine and accept its advice and
recommendations,” he says. But it could create a "whole new level of problems™ if the machine is
systematically misidentifying targets.
Finally, Khlaaf points out that the use of Al could make it more difficult to pursue accountability for
those involved in the conflict. Although humans still retain the legal culpability for strikes, it's unclear
who is responsible if the targeting system fails. Is it the analyst who accepted the Al recommendation?
The programmers who made the system? The intelligence officers who gathered the training data?
Geoff Brumfiel, (December 14, 2023), srael is using an Al system to find targets in Gaza. Experts say
it's just the start, Retrieved from (https://www.npr.org/2023/12/14/1218643254/israel-is-using-an-ai-
system-to-find-targets-in-gaza-experts-say-its-just-the-st)

2 Retrieved from
(https://ar.wikipedia.org/wiki/%D8%A7%D8%B3%D8%AA%D9%87%D8%AF%D8%A7%D9%81
%D9%82%D8%B7%D8%A7%D8%B9_%D8%BA%D8%B2%D8%A9_%D8%A8%D9%85%D8%B
3%D8%A7%D8%B9%D8%AF%D8%A9_%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B0%D9%83%D8%A7%D8%A
1 %D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A7%D8%B5%D8%B7%D9%86%D8%A7%D8%B9%D9%8A)
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%Al-assisted targeting in the Gaza Strip, Retrieved from (https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Al-
assisted_targeting_in_the_Gaza_Strip)

»Roos Creyghton, (6 Nov 2025) The Lavender precedent: automated kill lists and the limits of
International Humanitarian Law, Retrieved from (https://aoav.org.uk/2025/the-lavender-precedent-
automated-Kkill-lists-and-the-limits-of-international-humanitarian-law/)

¥BOUKROU Nacer, (2026), Ashes of Justice: The Collapse of International Humanitarian Law in
Gaza, The journal of research and scientific studies (Volume:20 / N°: 01, p 650)

srael’s Al can produce 100 bombing targets a day in Gaza. Is this the future of war? (December 8,
2023), Retrieved from (https://theconversation.com/israels-ai-can-produce-100-bombing-targets-a-
day-in-gaza-is-this-the-future-of-war-219302)
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%SIBEL DUZ, MUHAMMED SEFA KOCAKOGLU (FEBRUARY 2025), Destructive Role of
Artificial Intelligence in Gaza War, SETA (NUMBER: 260 P 36) Retrieved from
(https://media.setav.org/en/file/2025/02/deadly-algorithms-destructive-role-of-artificial-intelligence-
in-gaza-war.pdf)
BGENEVA (15 April 2024), Gaza: UN experts deplore use of purported Al to commit ‘domicide’ in
Gaza, call for reparative approach to rebuilding, Retrieved from (https://www.ohchr.org/en/press-
releases/2024/04/gaza-un-experts-deplore-use-purported-ai-commit-domicide-gaza-call ).
adsal) Ll 2024 Jaian 10 (b i hall uaal Gaded uadl) Lihul) sl sl @™
(https://www.hrw.org/ar/news/2024/09/10/gaza-israeli-militarys-digital-tools-risk-civilian-harm)
redsall ST 2024 jacien 10 8 i caipall il sie 8 80 cealY) Ll Giall padsu35
(https://www.hrw.org/ar/news/2024/09/10/questions-and-answers-israeli-militarys-use-digital-tools-
gaza)
bl Caall sy (i (a3 A Sl lad) 8 il Aieal AS79/363 a3 dualall dialll
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(https://www.ohchr.org/ar/documents/thematic-reports/a79363-report-special-committee-investigate-
israeli-practices-affecting)
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%7 Atay Kozlovski / May 13, 2024, When Algorithms Decide Who is a Target: IDF's use of Al in Gaza
Turning to (2), in addition to being unsure whether an Al system could make the necessary
distinctions and moral reasoning to arrive at a legal and ethical decision during battle, a significant
concern is the question of responsibility for any wrongful or mistaken outcome of an attack. When a
soldier commits a war crime or when a commander gives an unlawful order, we know who should be
held both morally and legally accountable for that action. However, when an artificial system’s actions
have unintended results, we may not be in a position to hold anyone accountable, Retrieved from
(https://www.techpolicy.press/when-algorithms-decide-who-is-a-target-idfs-use-of-ai-in-gaza/)

% By Kian Biglarbeigi, (November 17, 2025) Ph.D. candidate in International Law at the University of
Tehran focusing on international humanitarian law, cyber operations, and the protection of human
rights in armed conflicts, and Maedeh Safari, LL.M. in International Law from the University of
Tehran, International Humanitarian Law, Public International Law, Navigating the Legal Landscape of
Contemporary Al Warfare through the Lens of International Law: The Case of Lavender, Retrieved
from
(https://internationallaw.blog/2025/11/17/navigating-the-legal-landscape-of-contemporary-ai-warfare-
through-the-lens-of-international-law-the-case-of-lavender/).
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%Responsibility of States for Internationally Wrongful Acts United Nations 2005, Retrieved from
(https://legal.un.org/ilc/texts/instruments/english/draft_articles/9_6_2001.pdf )

sale) 3 s me g Ll N ey 52 b e lihal) ol ool ladiu ] 0 ity sasidl adY) (o elps®
https://www.ohchr.org/ar/press-releases/2024/04/gaza-un-experts-deplore-use-) :a—3sall Ll ,L_ac)
2024 Juyd 15 Zul s ¢(purported-ai-commit-domicide-gaza-call

s1Hassan F.M, (2023) Osman N.D. Al-Based Autonomous Weapons and Individual Criminal
Responsibility Under the Rome Statute. Journal of Digital Technologies and Law. (1(2):464-
480). https://doi.org/10.21202/jdtl.2023.19:

Retrieved from (https://www.lawjournal.digital/jour/article/view/188 )

4“2A Hazard to Human Rights, Autonomous Weapons Systems and Digital Decision-Making
(April28,2025) Retrieved  from  (https://www.hrw.org/report/2025/04/28/a-hazard-to-human-
rights/autonomous-weapons-systems-and-digital-decision-making ).
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*® Michael N. Schmitt, (Jun 28, 2024), Israel — Hamas 2024 Symposium — The Gospel, Lavender, and
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“\Wiese, Lisa; Langer, Charlotte: Gaza, Artificial Intelligence, and Kill Lists, VerfBlog, 2024/5/16,
https://verfassungsblog.de/gaza-artificial-intelligence-and-kill-lists/,
DOI:10.59704/07a0756a3c08e64a.,

“SIBEL DUZ, MUHAMMED SEFA KOCAKOGLU, OP.CIT. P9

*Marwa Fatafta- Oct 26, 2025, Al for War: Big Tech Empowering Israel’s Crimes and Occupation,
Retrieved from  (https://al-shabaka.org/briefs/ai-for-war-big-tech-empowering-israels-crimes-and-
occupation/ )

AND Mark Kersten, (August 6, 2025) Algorithms, Automation and Accountability: Imagining
Responsibility for the Crimes of Machines, Retrieved from
(https://justiceinconflict.org/2025/08/06/algorithms-automation-and-accountability-imagining-
responsibility-for-the-crimes-of-machines/ )
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*Anita Nwotite, Chioma Nwabachili, Maureen Ugwu, ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE IN
WARFARE: EXPLORING CRIMINAL RESPONSIBILITY UNDER INTERNATIONAL
HUMANITARIAN LAW, Nnamdi Azikiwe University Journal of Human Rights Law (UNIZIK-
JHRL) 2025 Vol. 2 No. 1, P75.

*'Hassan F.M., Osman N.D. Al-Based Autonomous Weapons and Individual Criminal Responsibility
Under the Rome Statute.Journal of Digital Technologies and Law. 2023;1(2):464-
480. https://doi.org/10.21202/jdtl.2023.19. Retrieved from

2 A/HRC/60/CRP.3, (16 September 2025), Human Rights Council Sixtieth session, P14, Retrieved
from (https://www.ohchr.org/sites/default/files/documents/hrbodies/hrcouncil/sessions-
regular/session60/advance-version/a-hrc-60-crp-3.pdf )

1089


https://doi.org/10.21202/jdtl.2023.19
https://www.ohchr.org/sites/default/files/documents/hrbodies/hrcouncil/sessions-regular/session60/advance-version/a-hrc-60-crp-3.pdf
https://www.ohchr.org/sites/default/files/documents/hrbodies/hrcouncil/sessions-regular/session60/advance-version/a-hrc-60-crp-3.pdf

Ty S0 26617404 19580ty Apmlaad) g A g3AN & ganl] AnapalsY) Alaall 2571 - 9971 1 h s a2,
1093 -1072 :pa.0e Jg¥) sl i) s alaal) 2026 ;4id)

56 o qall b ol olSi) Ladaif aladia) oo Llgal) Aulg fusal)

B wha 2 Y Loy alas asd any ) Bdlca) ca) sl 28lAslly Jdl (g3l ool oy

sl ya

PPN

G lid haie Kase o @l 8 elihal) oS3 Akl slasinl o) (f5 a3 Les
Cpiaall Cageia 8 Gllaill il Hleyy Gleal Agne joe AES adl Goa @lleall Lo
@rdall poafill slimd (e Cilagiu¥) Adee 8 e sd Al ey Le say cAuiaall Agail) ully o Slually
Aot Aaaball ol peaaly e e ccslaadd V) A gilly oappload) Chiaill eliad ) g2l
a5 ) sl 8 asis aa 8 el oY) oIS e man Y Al ghaall old @it aalal)
sl ot o aiadiall 40l Ergandly saatall a1 Ui ety LS can 4alasi
cabaay )y coulilly junall toslie pe aanii ¥ By e lilaa¥) (S Lo 2l Cilagind)
Ailudy) s aihag cua aihag Syl ol ¢l daa Sl e Aalps Adgae iy L
Aldiaae (galy A4

LA asa JA1 Loy das b cAdgsnall L2VE 3180 Y e lilaial) oIS o sl 8
A Gipb (A Al coa zases LaldieY (Sually bl L)LIA) e g (20 A salld
cLall Jlae (gl 050 Willy Blsie aiaadls sl ) puiall L (35S

£l Aalai] Jsring aranal (e Al Al ggnall Ll Jieds ) Aalall )y SlAT Lasig
Bla e Y1 13a 8 30 sl @l o seld ) dalally e 5 Aeadiud) elila)
(a8 L)l Cilagiu) Al aladnud Javn Aals Al CVsSsg ol aeld aas
DAY 3l e bl Lgimalye 1K) ga ecbiay lsal) Adlads (Jaal) gyl oSaall Tase uiSag

Vs 32550 832 (o3 el (SO Aasinl e Al Adssaall GLS)) o) s Bsiaas
& Eandl ()5 pall (e ey sy Al Cilygeail) S il L e a3y Chuay dag

Lo gy el 2830 i cund oagiall ppexil) iy 5aLY) aoyl aladiu) 1 J3a0 o

Llee adasys cdalal) oda aladind e ddsal) ddssud) Joa ala (50 S50 gk e iy
22b o Chiaie (arsad () 2sas pde ady B3 Lilana Cilaty Jadl ul @l (allad Alelue LG
Sise daludl cleliill b AglaY) Rl jasm o dy ¢ Al
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(Al) and related military directives by Israel in occupied Gaza leading to an unprecedented toll on the
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