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Abstract:

This book explores the status of Mauritanian women in Sharia and customary law,
examining Quranic texts, Prophetic traditions, and the principles of the Maliki school of
jurisprudence, followed by a comparison with prevailing social customs in Mauritanian society.
It highlights points of convergence, such as respecting women as mothers, wives, and teachers,
and encouraging them to memorize the Quran and transmit knowledge, as well as points of
divergence, including excessive marriage dowries, denial of inheritance rights, and restrictions
on education and work.

The book proposes a vision for a contemporary Mauritanian figh, grounded in the objectives of
Sharia and juristic ijtihad, with practical recommendations for reforming customs that contradict
Sharia, and for empowering women in education, social, and political participation, thereby
promoting justice and societal development.

Keywords: Mauritanian women, Sharia, customary law, Maliki jurisprudence, social reform.
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