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Abstract:

This study examined the legal protection of layout-designs (topographies) of integrated circuits
in light of the relevant international agreements and Algerian legislation. It highlighted the
importance of these designs as a fundamental component of intellectual property with technical
and economic dimensions. The study also addressed the concept and characteristics of layout-
designs, and reviewed the aspects of international protection, particularly those established under
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the TRIPS Agreement and the Washington Treaty. Furthermore, it discussed the national
protection provided by Ordinance No. 03-08, through both civil and criminal mechanisms, and
clarified the role of principal and supplementary penalties in combating acts of counterfeiting.

Keywords: : Layout-designs, TRIPS, Washington Treaty, Mechanisms, Counterfeiting
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Washington Treaty on Intellectual Property in Respect of Integrated Circuits, adopted at A
Washington on May 26, 1989, Article 2(i).
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