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Abstract:

This study aims to understand the role of social media platforms and artificial intelligence in
shaping Palestinian youth's attitudes toward migration to the West after the 2023 Israeli war on
the Gaza Strip. The study adopted a descriptive analytical approach. The first sample included
(25) participants, specialists and researchers in the fields of artificial intelligence, digital media,
television, photography, social media platforms, and sociology and psychology from various
Palestinian universities. The second sample included (200) items taken from the content of
(4,000) posts on Facebook, selected based on the level of social activity to accurately represent
the Palestinian digital community.

To achieve the study's objectives, the researcher relied on semi-structured interviews with
experts. The in-depth interview guide consisted of (6) main and sub-questions. A content
analysis tool was also used to classify digital data into (6) tables, with the aim of measuring
Palestinian national discourse and linking it to the political, economic, and social dimensions,
as well as the motivations and solutions related to migration. The study reached several
conclusions, most notably that the majority of participating specialists believed that artificial
intelligence played a significant role in reshaping and directing content circulating on social
media platforms, contributing to a bleak picture of the Palestinian reality after the war. This, in
turn, prompted some young people to consider emigration as an alternative option. Content
analysis also showed that political discourse dominated the content of posts, accounting for
64.5% of the content, followed by general content at 22%, while topics related to the economy,
sports, and religion featured very low or almost nonexistent content. The results indicated that
news with a Palestinian dimension dominated digital content, accounting for 78.5% of the
content, while journalists were the primary sources of content, accounting for 33%, followed
by activists, accounting for 27%. The study revealed that poverty, accounting for 58,5%, and
political flight, accounting for 26%, were the most prominent motivations for considering
emigration. Security and political stability, accounting for 48,5%, and employment
opportunities, accounting for 31,5%, were considered the most important solutions discussed
by the public to address this phenomenon.

Keywords: Artificial intelligence, social media platforms, migration, Palestinian youth
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