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Determinants of opinion Public Expression: Testing the Spiral of Silence Theory in The
Algerian Context.
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Abstract :

The spiral of silence is one of the most famous theories explaining the public opinion
phenomenon: its formation, change and effects. Neumann argues that the public opinion as a
process is the product of the interractions of three factors : (1) fear of isolation leading to
scan the opinion climate and thereby (2)to perceive the self-others opinion (in)congruence,
which eventually will affect our (3) willingness to express our opinion publicly.In this study,

we will address the relationtionships between these factors,and a few othors like

WWW.ACR-DZ.COM



http://www.acr-dz.com/

24
¢ v 1. 5. “ ‘ R ) \
35 — 0504 (2017) 024 16 Al Jleannll A i Al R, )¢
ISSN:1111-536X EISSN:2676-1793 ERIAN COMMUNICATION REVIE

communcaton apprehension, media use and attention,... and that on a sample of 200 algiers
university teachers on their position toward the president Bouteflika and his policies. Our
results showed a partial support for the theory, limited to fear of isolation, communication

apprehension, and attention to the media.

Key words : the spiral of silence, opinion public expression, fear of isolation.
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