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Abstract

Political Communication is an ancient human practice and his as old as
politics. It has been practised historically through different forms among which one
can stress what the Greeks and the Romans called « Rhetoric » . The classical and
new media have transferred political communication to broader physical and
symbolic spheres. They also made it loose the « warmth » of direct interpersonal
exchanges and imposed new ground rules for the « communication game » in the
political field.

The so-called « Three media ages of political communication thcory »
underpins the research problem treated in this article, It is an attractive theory as it
simplifies the extremely complex phenomenon that political communication which
combines the complexities of its two components : politics and communication !

After analysing the historical form of interpersonal political communication
namely the rhetoric , the three-media-ages of political communication thesis will be
examined and criticised in the light of two specialists theses : Pippa Norris (2003)
and J. G. Blumler ( 1995).

Through exposing how political communication uses in practice different
media ( print press, radio, television and the internet) according to its strategies and
goals, this article emphasises that it does not only take into account those media’s

technological caracteristics but also its cultural and social ones.

Key words :Political communication, three-media ages, rhetoric, print press,
radio, television, internel.
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