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Pottery and Ceramics Industry in The Islamic Tlemcen 

until the End of the 18th Century 
 

 

 

 

Abstract: 

In this study, we will try to shed some light on the pottery industry in the region of Tlemcen 

throughout the medieval and modern history. We will start by discussing the city of Tlemcen and its 

significance during the Islamic periods, then move on to talk about the handicrafts and traditional 

industries within it, which were numerous and diverse. Some reached a high level of quality and mastery, 

gaining a worldwide reputation with their products exported to several Arab, European, and African 

countries, akin to textile industries. Then, we will proceed to discuss the pottery and ceramics industry in 

Tlemcen and its region, where we can distinguish two main groups of products encompassing various 

types. The first group includes pottery and ceramics used in architecture, such as bricks, tiles, and mosaic. 

The second group consists of household utensils of different kinds. 
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