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Abstract:

A will, as a disposition that takes effect upon death, is not enforceable when made but becomes
operative only after the testator’s death. At that moment, the issue arises as to its place among the rights
attached to the estate and whether it must be executed before inheritance is distributed. Algerian law does
not leave the will to the heirs’ discretion; it makes its execution a mandatory step prior to partition,
protecting the testator’s lawful intent and preventing any evasion of compulsory succession rules.

Thus, the will significantly influences the estate: it precedes division, reduces the net assets, may
introduce new beneficiaries, and restricts the heirs’ freedom, functioning as a complementary mechanism
within the inheritance system.

Keywords:Will, Distribution of the estate, Heirs’ rights, Net estate, Testator’s intent.
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