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The use of autonomous weapons and lethal drones in light of the principles and rules of
international humanitarian law
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Abstract:

This research aims to highlight the challenges posed to international humanitarian law (IHL) by
innovative modern weapons technologies, such as autonomous weapons systems and remotely piloted
weapons (drones). Specifically, it examines the extent to which such lethal weapons comply with the
principles and provisions of IHL.

Among our findings, we note that, with the exception of Article 36 of Protocol | of 1977 and the rules
that included the Martins Clause, there are no specific treaty legal rules that explicitly and clearly
address the provisions relating to these new weapons and how to deal with the challenges they pose.

However, the principles of international humanitarian law relating to weapons and their use in war
remain a legal stronghold and a humanitarian gain that can accommodate the regulation of weapons and
methods of their use, whether traditional or modern.

Keywords : Autonomous weapons, Automatic weapons, Drones, International humanitarian law.
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