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Abstract:

Our names are cultural imprits that liberate us from the restrictions of the place and time and
unveiling at once our conceptual structures about ourselves and the world around us. Given the arbitrary
relationship between a name and its referent, we cannot rely on the absence of anthropological
frameworks that control the act of naming. Hence, this paper seeks to explore the mentality of traditional
Algerian society and its cultural method particularly in naming women, adopting the anthropo-linguistic
approach applied on selected models that today naming practices reject. The study showed that
anthroponymic patterns are as diverse as the expected themes. Lexical source could reconsider many old
names whose meanings were originally unknown or socially wrong interpreted. This requires
reconsideration of the value of the act of naming in identifying the features of cultural identity.

Key words: Anthropology, anthroponymy, name, woman, society.
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