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Abstract:

This articals examines the impact of the COVID-19 pandemic on the principle that the
contract is the law of the parties, which constitutes a fundamental cornerstone of civil law as a
legal bond between contracting parties.

This priviple ensures legal stability and the binding force of contrctuel
obligations.Nevertheless, exceptional and unforeseen circumstances may impede the
performance of obligations, resulting in either factual or legal impossibility of excecution.

The study adopts a comparative analytical approach, drawing on the French Civil Code
(Article 1218), the German Civil Code (Article 275 BGB), and  corresponding provisions
within the Algerian Civil Code. Its purpose is to clarify how the concepts of force majeure and
exceptional circumstances may be applied to mitigate the effects of the pandemic on contracting
parties.

Studies have confirmed that strict adherence to the principle that the contract is the law of
the parties, without taking into account the cases provided for in Article 107 of the Algerian Civil
Code, may lead to contractual imbalance and harm the national economy

Keywords: COVID-19 pandemic, binding force of contracts, force majeure, exceptional
circumstances, impossibility of performance.
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