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The Political Discourse as a National Story : A Semiotic Study of the Narrative Dimensions
in the Inauguration Speech of President Abdelmadjid Tebboune (19 December 2019).
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Abstract:
This paper examines the narrative dimensions in contemporary Algerian political discourse through a
semiotic approach applied to the inauguration speech of President Abdelmadjid Tebboune (19 December
2019). The study aims to reveal the potential of employing narrative mechanisms in political discourse to
construct a coherent national story that evokes the tragedies of the past, portrays the crises of the present,
and anticipates a promising future addressing accumulated wounds.
The research relies on the semiotic narrative methodology, drawing on Greimas’ actantial model,
semantic analysis of symbols, and political rhetoric, in order to identify actions, actors, and the temporal
and symbolic contexts within the speech. The findings demonstrate that, despite its distinct nature and
language compared to other discourses, political discourse employs narrative techniques not only to
convey information but also to produce political and ideological legitimacy, reinforce national unity, and
reconstruct national identity within a symbolic narrative framework.
In conclusion, this study argues that political narrative in Algeria transcends mere transmission of events
between authority and the public ; it constitutes a persuasive mechanism employed to shape the national
vision.
Keywords : Narrative dimensions, political discourse, semiotic methodology, actantial roles, semantic
analysis, Abdelmadjid Tebboune
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