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Abstract:

This study presents a critical pragmatic reading of the poetry of Abu Tammam. It undertakes an
examination of the illocutionary force of speech acts through selected examples from poems that some
early critics deemed among his inferior works. Avoiding preconceived judgments, this reading adopts a
non-conventional approach: rather than dwelling on material extensively treated in a vast body of sources
and references, it confines itself to internal textual reflections, engaging directly with the poetic text
through a modern analytical framework that probes the depths of the poet’s creativity. It seeks to avoid
reiterating what has already been said or exhaustively addressed, particularly given that Abu Tammam
has been the subject of an enormous number of studies focusing on both his poetry and his personality.
Such extensive scholarship has generated contradictory and conflicting positions, thereby necessitating
multiple and renewed readings.
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