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Abstract:

This paper aims to examine and analyze Arabic satirical literature, with particular emphasis on the
Algerian satirical short story. Satire is regarded as one of the most significant expressive devices
employed by writers to expose reality, unveil concealed truths, and reveal social and political
contradictions through an artistic mode that combines aesthetic pleasure with critical insight, while
simultaneously blending the grotesque with literary beauty. Satire became notably prominent in the
Algerian short story after independence, in the context of the political and economic
transformations experienced by the country. The Algerian satirical short story developed distinctive
characteristics that set it apart from other narrative forms, as it draws on elements of popular
heritage, social criticism, and narrative strategies to convey profound messages through seemingly
simple and overtly humorous forms, in which implicit meanings prevail over explicit ones.
Keywords: Satirical literature, cultural implicitness, paradox, social criticism
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