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Abstract: This research aims to analyze the phenomenon of neighborhood gangs in the Algerian
urban context from a sociological perspective, considering it as a manifestation of structural
transformations affecting urbanization processes and social integration mechanisms. The study is guided
by a central research problem concerning the dynamics of the formation of these gangs and the limits of
the security-based approach compared to preventive and social approaches in addressing them. The
research relies on a descriptive-analytical method, utilizing sociological literature, analyzing previous
studies, and exploiting available field data.

The results reveal that the formation of neighborhood gangs is linked to a complex interaction of
unemployment, urban poverty, family breakdown, school dropout, and social marginalization, in addition
to the emergence of violent subcultures within marginalized neighborhoods. The study also highlights the
limitations of relying solely on a security-based approach and emphasizes the need to integrate it within
comprehensive social policies, while strengthening the role of media and civil society in reshaping social
representations. The study concludes that effective intervention against this phenomenon requires
addressing its structural roots through a multi-level, multidisciplinary, and integrated approach.
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