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Abstract:

The Finance Law of 2026 introduced fundamental amendments to the pre-emption system in
Algerian legislation, primarily affecting procedural aspects and the scope of application to enhance legal
certainty and stimulate real estate and investment transactions. The most significant updates include
reducing the time limits for exercising pre-emption—Iinking their commencement to the registration of
the sale contract—and introducing exclusive exemptions for family ties and public interest. Although
financial in nature, this legislative intervention represents an attempt to rationalize the administration's
discretionary power by imposing strict deadlines that ensure transactional stability within a motivating
legal environment. Furthermore, these reforms extend to closing legal loopholes regarding indirect
control transfers through shares and social stakes, ensuring a balance between the Treasury's audit rights
and the individuals' right to maintain their contractual positions.
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