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Abstract: In light of the theoretical diversity surrounding the subject of the international 

system, this study will address the various perspectives of realist theory in international 

relations in analyzing the nature of change, transformation, and the future of the international 

system. In this research, the realist perspective stands out as one of the most important 

perspectives that offers the most significant contributions to the study of the international 

system. The realist perspective defines the international system through material 

considerations relating to the number of major powers in the world, and the nature of the 

power relations prevailing among them, or what realists call the material distribution of power. 

This means that the realist perspective focuses on the material structure of the international 

system.If the realist perspective explains the entry of the international system into a 

transitional phase in recent years based on the decline in the components of American power 

militarily and economically as a result of the wars in Iraq and Afghanistan, this has opened the 

way, from the point of view of realism, to modifying the prevailing power relations between 

the major powers.Because this adjustment has not yet stabilized, from a realistic perspective, 

the structure of the international system itself has also not stabilized. 

 

Keywords: Realist theory, classical realism, structural realism, neo-realism, offensive and 

defensive realism, neo-classical realism, international system, international order 
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