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Abstract: This study seeks to examine the structural specificity of the Mayor in Tunisia in light of the
legislative reforms introduced by the Local Authorities Code, which redefined the Mayor’s position
within the decentralized system and granted him a pivotal role in managing local affairs. The analysis
focuses on his structural particularity as the legal representative and the primary authority responsible
for the municipality’s interests, based on the principle of dual electoral legitimacy first elected by
citizens as a member of the municipal council, and then by the council members to preside over it, in
accordance with precise legal conditions and procedures. The study highlights how this legitimacy
enhances his independence in carrying out his duties by abolishing the forms of prior oversight once
exercised by the central authority, limiting supervision to subsequent control restricted to the legality
of decisions. It also addresses the principle of free administration as one of the pillars of
decentralization and local democracy, emphasizing the powers it grants in managing municipal affairs
and issuing regulatory decisions within the bounds of the law.
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