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Abstract

This sociological study investigates mechanisms of social reproduction of class and educational
disparities through Algerian housing policy (1962-2019). The problematic emerges from a structural
contradiction: despite official commitment to social justice, housing policies produced spatial segregation
reproducing class hierarchy. Employing Bourdieusian theoretical framework, the study analyzes how
residential space transforms into a field where cultural and social capital are inequitably distributed,
affecting educational performance as a social mobility indicator. Critical historical review reveals that
guantitative logic superseded qualitative considerations, generating urban differentiation between formal
neighborhoods and marginal settlements. Reference studies demonstrate that residential environment
characteristics—poverty, social isolation, weak educational infrastructure—constitute constraining
structures determining individuals' educational trajectories. The study concludes that housing policy
functioned as an ideological apparatus reproducing class hegemony through spatial symbolic violence,
whereby housing becomes a structural determinant of educational opportunities. This confirms Bourdieu's
hypothesis regarding social institutions' role in perpetuating inequality under apparent neutrality,
necessitating radical socio-political revision.
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= Cucca, R., & Mouratidis, K. (2025). School segregation, residential patterns, and the role of
school choice in an egalitarian system: The case of Oslo, Norway <Urban Research & Practice,
18(5), 671-695
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Nieuwenhuis, J., & Hooimeijer, P. (2016). The association between neighbourhoods and educational

achievement: A systematic review and meta-analysis. Journal of Housing and the Built
Environment, 31(2), 321-347
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