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Mechanisms of Political Control of the Constitutionality of Laws (The French 

Constitutional Council as a Model) 
 

   

 

 
 

 

 

         Constitutional doctrine recognizes two types of control over the constitutionality of laws: a control 

exercised by courts, known as judicial review, and a second type of control, called political control, which 

constitutes a preventive and prior review conducted on laws before their promulgation. 

The political control of the constitutionality of laws is considered a preventive control, carried out on laws 

before their promulgation by a political body established by the Constitution, whose mission is to verify 

the conformity of laws, or more generally the acts and decisions of the legislative authority, with the 

provisions of the Constitution. 

This control is thus a proactive action aimed at preventing the adoption of unconstitutional legislation, 

thereby achieving two objectives simultaneously: the first is to preserve the legal framework by 

preventing unconstitutional laws from producing legal effects, while the second objective is to ensure 

legal certainty. 
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