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Exercising the right to initiate legislation in Algeria: A constitutional approach after
the 2020 amendment
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Abstract: The Algerian Constitutional Amendment of 2020 enshrined the principle of
legislative initiative as a mechanism aimed at achieving a balance of powers between
the Government and Parliament, by granting each the right to propose laws and
participate in the legislative process. However, the practical application of this
principle has revealed the continued dominance of the executive branch over the
legislative sphere, due to its possession of the technical and administrative means
necessary for drafting and preparation, as well as its control over the parliamentary
agenda.

Consequently, the intended balance between the two powers remains more theoretical
than real, as the Government continues to be the primary actor in the making of
legislative texts, while the role of Parliament has been reduced to mere approval and
formal discussion.

Keywords: balance of powers, legislative initiative, Parliament, Government, 2020
Constitutional Amendment.
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