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Abstract :

This study seeks to analyze the social and symbolic dimensions of women’s
presence in public space in the city of Laghouat, considered as a model of the
Algerian Saharan city undergoing rapid urban and social transformations. The
study is grounded in an attempt to understand the nature of the relationship
between women and public space within a social context still marked by
traditional values associated with Saharan society, alongside the transformations
brought about by education, women’s employment, and urban expansion.

The study adopts a descriptive-analytical anthropological approach through

the use of field observation and semi-structured interviews conducted with a
group of women in the city of Laghouat. It also examines the nature of the public
spaces most frequently used in everyday life.
The findings reveal that women’s presence in public space in Laghouat reflects a
continuous process of negotiation between modern social transformations and
traditional cultural representations related to gender. Although public space has
witnessed an increasing female presence compared to previous periods, this
presence remains shaped by a set of social and symbolic constraints that continue
to regulate women’s presence within the urban environment.

Keywords: Public Space ;Women; Saharan City; Urban Anthropology.
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