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Abstract :

The Belt and Road Initiative (BRI), launched by China in 2013, is a global
strategic project that integrates political, economic, and geopolitical dimensions.
The initiative aims to strengthen regional and international connectivity through,
the development of infrastructure, the promotion of trade, and the consolidation
of partnerships among participating countries. It also serves as a key tool for
enhancing China’s international influence and achieving its strategic objectives.
This article focuses on examining the BRI as an instrument of Chinese foreign
policy, analyzing its political, economic, and strategic dimensions. It also
addresses the challenges and opportunities facing the initiative, its potential to
foster regional economic integration, and its role in reshaping the international
system. Ultimately, the article provides insights into how China utilizes the BRI
to advance its national interests while projecting a balanced global role.

Keywords: Belt and Road Initiative (BRI) ;Chinese Foreign Policy ;

Geopolitics; Strategic Influence.

Introduction:

Over the past few decades, the world has witnessed significant structural
transformations in the international system, most notably the decline of the United
States' unipolar dominance and the rise of new global powers, foremost among
them China. Within a relatively short period, China has managed to reshape key
aspects of the global order, leveraging its economic, technological, and military
capabilities, transitioning from a regional power in Asia to a major actor on the
international stage, and assuming a pivotal role in shaping global relations and
policies.

Amid this transformation, China has sought foreign policy instruments and
strategies to consolidate its international influence and reinforce its status as a
global power, thereby contributing to the reconfiguration of the international
balance of power toward a multipolar system. One of the most prominent of these
instruments is the Belt and Road Initiative (BRI), launched in 2013. The initiative
aims to connect Asia, Europe, and Africa through an extensive network of
infrastructure projects, trade corridors, and economic linkages, positioning itself
as the largest geoeconomic strategy of the 21st century, encompassing over half
of the world's population and a substantial share of the global economy.
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Although the BRI has an economic dimension, it carries clear political and
strategic implications, serving as a key tool of China’s foreign policy to enhance
its political and economic influence, and to reshape international interactions in
ways that serve China’s national interests and reflect its strategic ambitions on the
global stage. The initiative also embodies deep geopolitical and strategic
objectives, representing a mechanism through which China seeks to restructure
the international system both economically and politically.

This leads to the primary research question of this study:
To what extent can the Belt and Road Initiative be considered a strategic
instrument of China’s foreign policy?

From this central question, the following sub-questions are derived:

1. What are the underlying motivations and drivers behind China’s use of the
BRI as a foreign policy tool?

2. How does the initiative contribute to enhancing China’s political and
economic influence internationally?

3. What are the geopolitical and strategic implications of the BRI for the
international system?

Hypotheses:

1. The BRI is not merely an economic project but a strategic instrument
reflecting China’s foreign policy objectives and its rise as a global power.

2. The initiative functions to strengthen China’s political influence and to steer
the international system toward a multipolar configuration.

3. The BRI poses a challenge to major powers and reshapes global alliances
and geopolitical dynamics.

Significance of the Study:
This study aims to highlight the BRI as a key instrument of China’s foreign
policy, analyzing its role in enhancing China’s international standing and its
political and economic influence. Additionally, it seeks to explore the initiative’s
strategic, political, and economic dimensions and to assess its implications for
the international system and the future of global relations.

Objectives of the Study:

o To analyze the BRI as an instrument of China’s foreign policy.
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. To examine the economic, political, and strategic dimensions of the
initiative.

« To evaluate the geopolitical implications of the BRI for the international
system.

o To provide a comprehensive understanding of China’s role in reshaping the
global balance of power.

Methodology:

The study employs a descriptive-analytical approach, detailing the BRI and
its economic and political dimensions, and analyzing its implications for the
international system. It also utilizes a systems analysis framework to understand
how the initiative reshapes interactions.

Section One : The General Framework of China’s Belt and Road Initiative

This first section of the article provides the general framework of China’s
Belt and Road Initiative (BRI), highlighting its historical roots and strategic
dimensions, as well as the institutional context that has supported its
implementation at both national and international levels. It also examines the
approaches China has adopted to enhance its global standing through this
initiative and illustrates the role it plays in reshaping international relations and
expanding its political and economic influence. This introduction aims to offer a
comprehensive understanding of the BRI as a central instrument in China’s
foreign policy.

1. Historical Roots and Strategic Vision

The Belt and Road Initiative is deeply rooted in history, drawing inspiration
from the ancient Silk Road, which constituted a vast and interconnected network
of land and maritime routes for the transfer of trade, culture, and technology
between China and the Eurasian countries. The Silk Road historically facilitated
cultural exchanges and the dissemination of knowledge across continents.
Following the decline of its activity in the seventeenth century, China now seeks
to revive the legacy of the historic Silk Road with a contemporary vision that
reflects its geopolitical and economic ambitions in the twenty-first century. The
initiative represents a globally oriented project that transcends traditional
geographic boundaries and is grounded in a long-term strategic vision aimed at
enhancing China’s status as an influential global power. It seeks to expand
international cooperation in infrastructure, investment, trade, and cultural
exchange. This historical and strategic dimension demonstrates that the BRI is not
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merely an economic project, but rather an integral component of China’s broader
foreign policy strategy, designed to bolster international influence while aligning
national interests with global aspirations®.

2. Institutional Framework and International Impact

China has prioritized the institutional consolidation of the initiative by
establishing the Central Leading Group for the Belt and Road Initiative in 2013,
chaired by the Vice Premier of the State Council, to ensure effective
implementation and coordination across various ministries and agencies. In an
unprecedented move, the initiative was incorporated into the Constitution of the
Chinese Communist Party in 2017, highlighting its recognition as an inseparable
part of national strategy and foreign policy. The BRI has contributed to
strengthening the image of a “Global China” by providing a model for multilateral
economic cooperation and attracting international support and participation,
despite varying stances from some major powers such as the United States, the
United Kingdom, India, Japan, and Australia, which have not yet fully joined the
initiative. At the international level, the impact of the BRI is evident in the
financial and investment scale of Chinese overseas projects. Since 2013, Chinese
institutions have participated in over 3800 international projects, with total
investments exceeding $4.3 trillion. The initiative has expanded China’s network
of trade and investment relationships, enhanced economic and developmental
sustainability, and aligned national interests with China’s strategic ambitions,
reflecting the country’s success in leveraging both economic power and
diplomacy to strengthen its soft and hard power simultaneously?.

3. The Geographical Scope of the Belt and Road Initiative

The Belt and Road Initiative (BRI), announced by President Xi Jinping in 2013,
consists of two main components?;

3.1. The Silk Road Economic Belt

This overland route covers more than 85 countries and aims to enhance trade,
cultural, and people-to-people exchanges between China and regions across Asia,
Europe, and the Middle East. It enjoys substantial financial support estimated at
one trillion U.S. dollars, allocated for infrastructure development and digital
projects in the participating countries. Funding comes from major financial
institutions such as the Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank (AlIB), the New
Development Bank (NDB), and the Silk Road Fund (SRF). Within this
framework, more than 2000 development projects have been identified, including
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the construction of railways, highways, and bridges spanning the Eurasian
continent.

3.2. The 21st Century Maritime Silk Road

This maritime route focuses on connecting Asian, African, and European ports
through an integrated logistical and commercial network. The plan is supported
by major investment funds, such as the Maritime Export Development Fund, in
addition to contributions from regional and international banks. Beijing has
allocated tens of billions of U.S. dollars to these initiatives $25 billion to the AlIB
and $50 billion to the Strategic Development Fund, among others. China has also
engaged in leasing or developing key strategic ports, most notably the Port of
Piraeus in Greece, which China has the right to operate until 2052, along with
several projects in Indonesia and other countries.

Map 1 illustrates both components of the initiative — the Silk Road Economic
Belt and the 21st Century Maritime Silk Road highlighting their geographic reach
and connectivity across continents.

Map 1 : the Silk Road Economic Belt and the 21st Century Maritime Silk Road
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Source:Zarko Koboevic and others, The Maritime Silk Road and China’s
Belt and Road Initiative, Nase more 65(2), 2018, p115.

The Belt and Road Initiative (BRI) is structured around five principal routes
three overland and two maritime as outlined below*:
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«» The Northern Silk Road: Extends from China across Siberia in southern

Russia, reaching Europe via the Baltic Sea.

« The Central Silk Road : Connects China with Central Asia, passing

through Iran and the Arabian Peninsula, and continuing toward Europe.

¢ The Southern Silk Road : Originates in China and stretches toward South

Asia, reaching India.

s The Western Maritime Route : Begins in the South China Sea and

extends across the Indian Ocean, passing through the Arabian Sea and the
Red Sea, and finally reaching the Mediterranean Sea.

% The Southern Maritime Route : Starts from the South China Sea and

heads toward the South Pacific Ocean.

The Belt and Road Initiative (BRI) has evolved into six major economic

corridors, which constitute its practical pillars and operational backbone®;

The China—Central Asia—West Asia Economic Corridor : Aims to
strengthen connectivity between China and the regional states through
integrated land and maritime networks.

The China—Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC) : Links northern
China to the port of Gwadar in Pakistan, serving as a convergence point
between the overland and maritime Silk Roads.

The New Eurasian Land Bridge : Functions as a strategic axis connecting
the Pacific Ocean and the Atlantic Ocean via an extensive network of
roads and railways.

The China—Mongolia—Russia Economic Corridor : Seeks to promote
economic integration among the three countries through shared
infrastructure projects.

The China-Indochina Peninsula Economic Corridor : Connects China
with the countries of Southeast Asia, facilitating trade exchanges and
investment flows.

The Bangladesh—China-India—-Myanmar  Economic  Corridor
(BCIM) : Serves as a vital linkage between South Asia and China,
enhancing economic exchange and regional connectivity.

Map 2 illustrates these six economic corridors that form the structural foundation
of the Belt and Road Initiative.

Map 2 : six economic corridors that form the structural foundation of the Belt
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New Eurasian Land Bridge
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Source : MinghaoZhao, The Belt & Road Initiative and US-China Strategic
Competition, Institute of International Studies, Fudan University, p17.

An examination of the general framework of China’s Belt and Road
Initiative (BRI)—its multiple routes and economic corridors—clearly reveals that
it is far more than a mere development project or an infrastructure construction
plan. Rather, it represents a grand strategy aimed at re-engineering the geopolitical
and geo-economic landscape of the international system. Reviving the historical
memory of the ancient Silk Road endows the initiative with a civilizational and
symbolic dimension that legitimizes China’s contemporary ambitions, while the
diversity of its land and maritime routes and economic corridors reflects Beijing’s
strategic awareness of the need to diversify its options to mitigate risks and
withstand external pressures.

Furthermore, the initiative’s success in attracting dozens of countries and
international organizations—covering more than half of the world’s population
and representing a significant share of global GDP—underscores its profound
diplomatic and geopolitical significance. The BRI does not merely aim to build
bridges for trade; it also seeks to reshape the maps of influence and alliances at
both the regional and global levels. Hence, it can be argued that China is
employing the Belt and Road Initiative as a strategic instrument to reposition itself
as a central power capable of offering an alternative to the Western model of
international relations. In this sense, the BRI stands as a key pillar in
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understanding the ongoing transformations within the contemporary international
order.

Section Two : The Economic, Political, and Geostrategic Dimensions of the
Belt and Road Initiative

This section examines the fundamental dimensions underpinning the Belt
and Road Initiative (BRI) as a multi-level project that integrates economic,
political, and geostrategic considerations. Although the initiative is officially
presented as a framework aimed at enhancing connectivity and promoting
international development, it essentially reflects a comprehensive strategic vision
designed to strengthen China’s position within the international system. By
analyzing its economic, political, and geostrategic dimensions, it becomes
possible to understand how China employs the initiative as a strategic instrument
to expand its global influence and consolidate both its soft and hard power,
thereby making the BRI one of the central pillars of Chinese foreign policy in the
twenty-first century.

1. The Economic Dimension of the Belt and Road Initiative

The Belt and Road Initiative represents one of the most significant economic
instruments adopted by China to promote its global economic expansion. In recent
years, Chinese outward foreign direct investment (FDI) has experienced
remarkable growth, reaching approximately USD 1.98 trillion by 2018, alongside
the increasing presence of Chinese companies across a large number of countries
worldwide. Chinese investments have been particularly concentrated in Asia and
Latin America, with a limited number of countries receiving the largest share of
these investments. Within the framework of the Belt and Road Initiative, the stock
of Chinese FDI in participating countries reached about USD 172.77 billion by
the end of 2018. Countries such as Singapore, Russia, Indonesia, and Malaysia
have emerged as some of the most prominent destinations for Chinese investment
under this initiative. Chinese investments have also been distributed across several
key economic sectors, including business services, trade, financial services,
information technology, manufacturing, and mining®.

This expansion reflects China’s strategic efforts to secure natural resources,
access new markets, and strengthen its position within global production chains,
In addition to investing in infrastructure projects that constitute a fundamental
pillar of the initiative. Since the launch of the initiative in 2013, investments
associated with the Belt and Road Initiative have amounted to approximately USD
302.7 billion between 2013 and 2020, while the value of construction contracts
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executed by Chinese companies in partner countries has reached around USD
963.4 billion. This development highlights China’s growing economic role in
financing and implementing large-scale global infrastructure projects. These
indicators suggest that the Belt and Road Initiative represents a strategic economic
framework aimed at enhancing trade and investment connectivity and expanding
China’s long-term presence in the global economy’.

2. The Political Dimension of the Belt and Road Initiative

Numerous studies indicate that the Belt and Road Initiative represents a
central instrument of China’s foreign policy aimed at strengthening its regional
and international influence. In this context, several scholars argue that the
initiative reflects a strategic orientation designed to establish a new framework
for regional cooperation based on enhancing both political and economic
connectivity among participating countries. Some analyses further suggest that,
through this initiative, China seeks to promote a comprehensive approach to
regional security by expanding networks of cooperation and multilateral
partnerships, thereby reinforcing its presence and influence within its regional
environment. Moreover, the initiative serves as a mechanism for enhancing
China’s soft power and consolidating its role as a normative power within the
international system. This is pursued through the promotion of alternative ideas
and standards in the management of international relations, as well as through
efforts to reshape patterns of global governance in ways that align with China’s
interests and strategic vision. Within this framework, China actively encourages
the development of new regional cooperation networks and fosters a sense of
shared regional identity among participating states, which contributes to
expanding its political influence and strengthening its position within the
contemporary international order®,

3.The Geostrategic Dimension of the Belt and Road Initiative

From an international relations perspective, particularly within the
framework of offensive realism, the Belt and Road Initiative (BRI) represents a
strategic instrument through which China seeks to expand its influence across
Asia, Africa, and Europe. Major powers, according to this approach, accumulate
sources of strength relative to other actors to secure survival and enhance their
status in the international system. China’s construction of an extensive network
of infrastructure, economic corridors, and maritime and land routes reflects a
broader strategy to reshape the geopolitical landscape, serving both its medium-
and long-term strategic interests beyond purely economic objectives. By
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financing projects and providing loans and investments to partner countries, China
strengthens its influence and establishes economic ties that can be leveraged
politically in international forums.

Under Xi Jinping, the BRI has become a central pillar of China’s foreign
policy, aiming to expand its global economic and strategic presence. Through new
trade corridors, expanded export markets, and the export of surplus productive
capacity, China consolidates its position in the global economy while countering
perceived U.S. containment, particularly the “Pivot to Asia” strategy.
Domestically, the initiative addresses internal development challenges by
promoting growth in western regions, notably Xinjiang, which holds strategic and
security importance. Additionally, the use of financial instruments in partner
countries enhances China’s geopolitical leverage, allowing it to influence
domestic and foreign policies and gain political sway on sensitive international
issues. China’s expansion has prompted responses from other global powers,
particularly the United States, which seeks to balance Chinese influence through
security and economic alliances such as AUKUS, the Quadrilateral Security
Dialogue, and the Five Eyes partnership, highlighting rising competition in the
Asia—Pacific region. Alternative economic projects, such as the India—Middle
East-Europe Economic Corridor, attempt to counterbalance the BRI, though their
impact remains limited compared to China’s extensive network. Overall, the
competition surrounding the BRI reflects deeper structural transformations in the
international system, with China asserting itself as a key actor shaping global
economic and political norms, while the United States employs counter-strategies,
signaling a reconfiguration of major-power balances in the twenty-first century®.

In light of the foregoing, it is evident that the Belt and Road Initiative (BRI)
IS not merely an economic project aimed at enhancing trade connectivity and
infrastructure development; rather, it constitutes a multidimensional strategic
framework encompassing economic, political, and geopolitical considerations. By
expanding investment and trade networks, strengthening regional cooperation
mechanisms, and developing transcontinental land and maritime corridors, China
seeks to consolidate its role as a central actor in the global economy and within
the international system. The initiative also reflects a significant shift in China’s
foreign policy under Xi Jinping, becoming a key instrument for reshaping patterns
of economic interconnection and recalibrating power balances at the international
level. In this context, the BRI can be regarded as one of the most prominent
expressions of the ongoing transformation of the global order, which is gradually
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moving toward a multipolar configuration in which major powers compete to
redefine the rules of economic and political interaction in the twenty-first century.

Section Three : Implications of the Belt and Road Initiative at the Chinese,
Regional, and Global Levels

The Belt and Road Initiative (BRI) has emerged as a cornerstone of China’s
global strategic agenda, with far-reaching implications beyond its economic
objectives. Domestically, the initiative shapes China’s economic and political
landscape by promoting development in underdeveloped regions and
consolidating its global influence. Regionally, the BRI alters power dynamics by
enhancing China’s presence in key strategic corridors, fostering alliances with
participating states, and challenging rival powers’ influence, particularly in South
Asia and the Indo-Pacific. On the international stage, the initiative affects global
trade routes, financial flows, and geopolitical alignments, prompting both
cooperation and competitive responses from major powers.

1. Implications of the Belt and Road Initiative for China

China, the architect of the Belt and Road Initiative (BRI), has achieved
remarkable economic progress through innovative trade practices that combine
capitalist dynamics with prudent planning. This approach has enabled the country
to eradicate poverty at the grassroots level while maintaining stable economic
growth, with a GDP reaching USD 18.566 trillion. China's active engagement in
regional economic organizations, such as ASEAN, APEC, and the RCEP, has
further reinforced its position as a key actor in regional economic and financial
integration, underscoring its central role in shaping regional economic policies.

The Belt and Road Initiative represents a strategic extension of China’s
foreign policy aimed at expanding its global geopolitical influence. It has
facilitated Beijing’s reach into South and Central Asia and beyond, positioning
China as a decisive actor capable of reshaping the rules of economic and political
interaction at the international level. As Gao Yunlong, Vice Chairman of the
Chinese People’s Political Consultative Conference, stated, the initiative “has
created a stabilizing effect globally, and its purpose is not merely to enhance
China’s influence, but to affirm China’s support for peace, cooperation, and
shared gains.”

While China emphasizes economic connectivity and peaceful ascendancy, its
foreign policy is also characterized by firmness, as evidenced in the South China
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Sea and the border disputes with India. This balance between economic openness
and regional assertiveness reflects China’s commitment to safeguarding its
national interests and strengthening its capacity to influence the international
system, making the Belt and Road Initiative a pivotal instrument for consolidating

China’s status as a rising global power?,

2. Regional Implications of the Belt and Road Initiative

The Belt and Road Initiative (BRI) strengthens regional economic
integration by promoting infrastructure development, expanding trade networks,
and attracting investments across Asia. The Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank
(AlIB) plays a pivotal role in financing and supporting these projects, granting
China a leading position in regional economic governance and enabling it to guide
development and integration efforts among the countries along the initiative’s
route. The BRI also provides developmental opportunities for participating
countries, fosters trade and investment, and facilitates the exchange of knowledge
and expertise, thereby laying the foundations for sustained regional economic
integration.

The AIIB operates in coordination with other international financial
institutions, such as the World Bank and the Asian Development Bank, to pool
resources and integrate institutional strengths, enabling more effective responses
to regional development challenges. Through these mechanisms, China enhances
economic linkages among regional countries, facilitates the flow of trade and
investment, and deepens economic partnerships across Asia, reinforcing its
leadership role in shaping regional economic policies®!,

From a geopolitical perspective, the BRI has served as a strategic tool for
China to expand its influence in Asia since its launch in 2013. Intensive
investments in infrastructure and economic projects have strengthened relations
with Southeast and Central Asian countries, providing a platform for greater
political and economic leverage in the region. Transportation and energy projects,
such as the Southern Peninsula Economic Corridor and the China-Laos railway,
have improved regional trade networks, reduced transportation costs, and
promoted economic integration among countries, contributing to sustainable
regional growth.

Furthermore, the initiative has enhanced cooperation between China and
Central Asian states, particularly in infrastructure and energy sectors, facilitating
the development of regional resources and directing oil and gas supplies to
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Chinese markets, thereby strengthening national energy security. These dynamics
underscore the strategic role of the BRI in expanding China’s regional influence,
consolidating economic and political partnerships, and solidifying its position as
a major actor in both regional and global affairs*?.

3.The implications of China's Belt and Road Initiative on the global
system

Beyond being a massive economic project, China’s Belt and Road Initiative
(BRI) serves as a diplomatic and strategic instrument, leveraging soft power to
enhance China’s international presence and build an extensive network of
partnerships, particularly in developing countries and communities facing
economic and social challenges. Despite its scale, international responses to the
Initiative are heterogeneous, with Europe, Africa, Latin America, and the Middle
East exhibiting varying degrees of receptiveness, shaped by each country’s
political and economic circumstances.

On the global stage, the BRI influences the reconfiguration of international
power dynamics, encompassing political, economic, and social dimensions, while
introducing new perceptions of China’s role and cultural-political influence
within the international system. Some Western countries view the initiative as a
potentially hegemonic project, whereas many developing nations perceive it as an
opportunity to foster economic development and expand international
cooperation, albeit with inherent uncertainties.

China also employs the BRI to strengthen its influence in global decision-
making through the promotion of the concept of a “Community of Shared Human
Destiny,” a vision articulated by President Xi Jinping that seeks to transcend
traditional hierarchical structures and draws inspiration from Chinese political
heritage, particularly the concept of Tianxia—a world under heaven envisioned
as interconnected and cohesive. The initiative thus functions as a tool for
reshaping international interactions, influenced not only by geographic proximity
to China but also by the vulnerabilities of partner states and domestic currents
both supporting and opposing engagement in Chinese projects. As such, the BRI
emerges as a central mechanism for understanding contemporary transformations
in the global order?:,

Section Four : Challenges Facing China’s Belt and Road Initiative
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The Belt and Road Initiative (BRI) represents one of China’s most
significant strategic projects on a global scale, aiming to enhance economic
connectivity and infrastructure development across Asia, Africa, and Europe.
However, the initiative faces multiple challenges, ranging from financial
constraints among participating countries and regional competition among major
powers to counter-strategies and alliances seeking to balance China’s influence.
This section examines these challenges, which can be categorized as follows!*:

1. Financial Constraints : Many BRI member states suffer from fragile and
weak economies. Over 90% of countries classified by the World Bank as "low-
income"” or "lower-middle-income” are members of the initiative. Due to
borrowing from China, many of these countries face difficulties in repaying loans,
prompting some, such as Sri Lanka and Zambia, to seek financial support from
the International Monetary Fund as interest burdens accumulate, occasionally
leading to defaults. In Myanmar, the government has shown hesitation in
accepting Chinese investments, including the suspension of the Myitsone Dam
project, one of China’s largest projects in the country. Following the military
takeover, numerous foreign investors withdrew their commitments. According to
the United Nations Human Development Index, Myanmar ranks 149 out of 191
countries, while Pakistan ranks 161, highlighting that fragile economies coupled
with weak political institutions pose significant challenges to the smooth
implementation of the initiative.

2. Regional Competitive Dynamics : China’s construction of maritime ports in
Pakistan, Sri Lanka, and Myanmar not only opens these countries to broader
regional connectivity but also establishes China as an influential regional actor.
This development may prompt regional states to align with China in infrastructure
projects, exemplified by Bangladesh granting China access to the Chittagong port,
signaling a challenge to India’s influence despite its opposition to the BRI. The
initiative provides a legitimate basis for China to establish "logistical hubs" in the
region, strengthening its presence along India’s borders. Notably, all regional
countries, except Bhutan, have joined the initiative, reinforcing China’s strategic
position in South Asia.

3. Confrontational Policies and Negative Narratives : The China-Pakistan
Economic Corridor (CPEC), the flagship project of the BRI, has become a focal
point of regional contestation. India has strongly opposed the corridor, reflecting
concerns over China’s growing influence in South Asia and Pakistan’s economic
strength. India withdrew from all BRI forums in 2017, 2019, and 2023 and has
employed coercive measures and negative narratives, including the portrayal of
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the corridor as “exploitative Chinese lending to Pakistan” and the concept of a
“debt-trap diplomacy.”

4. Counter-BRI Strategies : India has invested in Iran’s Chabahar Port to create
a direct competitor to the CPEC and has developed a road network linking the
port to Central Asia, thereby generating an alternative maritime trade route. India
has also been accused of supporting separatist movements in Balochistan to
counter the corridor’s advancement. Meanwhile, the BRI provides Central Asian
countries with a trade outlet via the China—Central Asia—\West Asia corridor.
Gwadar Port faces economic competition from regional ports, such as Jebel Ali
and Chabahar, while Iran perceives Gwadar as a direct threat to its port and
supports insurgency in Balochistan through armed groups.

5. Regional and International Alliances : India’s enhanced role in the Indo-
Pacific region, coupled with its participation in military exercises and regional
security arrangements, serves as a counterbalance to China’s influence. India’s
strategic alignment with the United States, along with its partnership with Japan
in the Asia-Africa Growth Corridor project, exemplifies counter-BRI initiatives.
The emerging diplomacy of “mini-lateral operations” and the Quadrilateral
Security Dialogue (United States, Japan, Australia, India) reflect cooperative
efforts to secure maritime domains and contain Chinese expansion. China, in turn,
has characterized the Quadrilateral alliance as an “"emerging coalition" aimed at
curbing its rise.

Conclusion

In light of the foregoing analysis, it becomes evident that the Belt and Road
Initiative (BRI) represents one of the most prominent instruments of Chinese
foreign policy in the twenty-first century. The initiative reflects a qualitative
transformation in the way economic and financial tools are employed to enhance
political and geopolitical influence. In this sense, the BRI does not merely
constitute a development project aimed at strengthening economic cooperation
among countries; rather, it represents a comprehensive strategic framework
through which China seeks to reshape patterns of global economic connectivity
in a manner that reinforces its position within the international system.

Furthermore, the initiative reveals deeper transformations in the nature of
international interactions, as infrastructure development and economic
connectivity have increasingly become central instruments in the competition
among major powers. Within this context, the Belt and Road Initiative can be
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understood as an embodiment of China’s attempt to move beyond the status of an
economically rising state toward becoming a major power capable of influencing
and shaping the rules governing international relations.

Study Findings

This study has yielded several key findings that contribute to a deeper
understanding of the strategic dimensions of the Belt and Road Initiative :

First, the study demonstrates that the initiative is not limited to being
an economic project aimed at developing infrastructure and
strengthening trade connectivity. Rather, it constitutes a
comprehensive strategic framework through which China seeks to
expand its political and economic influence at both regional and
international levels. This is particularly evident in Beijing’s reliance
on financing and investment in infrastructure projects as instruments
for strengthening its presence in geographically strategic regions.
Second, the study reveals that the initiative carries clear geopolitical
dimensions, as China seeks to reshape transcontinental economic
connectivity networks in ways that reduce its dependence on
traditional trade routes that remain under Western influence, while
simultaneously enhancing its access to global markets and strategic
resources.

Third, the findings indicate that the Belt and Road Initiative has
contributed significantly to expanding China’s network of
international partnerships. This expansion has strengthened China’s
ability to influence economic and political interactions in an
increasing number of countries, reflecting its gradual transformation
from a rising economic power into a central actor in shaping the
contemporary international order.

Fourth, the study also highlights that the initiative has generated
diverse international reactions. In response to China’s growing
influence, several major powers have launched alternative initiatives
and infrastructure projects aimed at balancing China’s expanding
presence. This dynamic reflects the intensification of geopolitical
competition surrounding global connectivity and infrastructure
projects.

Future Outlook
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Looking ahead, the Belt and Road Initiative is likely to continue playing a
central role in China’s international strategy. Nevertheless, its trajectory will
remain closely linked to a range of economic, political, and geopolitical variables.
On the one hand, the successful implementation of BRI-related projects could
significantly enhance China’s position as a central power within global trade and
infrastructure networks. On the other hand, the initiative may face increasing
challenges associated with intensifying strategic competition among major
powers, in addition to financial and economic constraints related to the funding
of large-scale infrastructure projects.

It is also expected that the coming decade will witness further evolution in
the nature of the initiative through the expansion of its scope to include sub-
initiatives such as the Digital Silk Road and the Green Silk Road, reflecting
China’s efforts to adapt to transformations associated with the digital economy
and sustainable development.

Meanwhile, other international powers may continue to develop alternative
initiatives aimed at balancing Chinese influence in different regions of the world.
Consequently, the future of the Belt and Road Initiative will remain one of the
key factors shaping the reconfiguration of economic and geopolitical balances
within the international system, particularly in light of the accelerating
transformations associated with the rise of new powers and the intensification of
competition among major global actors.
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