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Abstract

This study examines the relationship between the revealed text (nass) and public
interest (maslahah) in contemporary Islamic legal thought, through a
methodological analysis combining traditional foundations and modern maqasid-
based reasoning.

It seeks to clarify how to achieve balance between textual permanence and
contextual flexibility, using the maqasid al-shari‘ah as a key framework for
interpretation and application.

The research finds that the apparent conflict between text and interest can be
resolved through understanding the objectives and outcomes of the law, and that
the higher purposes of the shari‘ah provide a unifying epistemic framework
between revelation and reality.

Using an analytical-comparative method, the study traces the concept’s
development from al-Shafi‘i to al-Shatibi and modern critical readings,
concluding that collective maqgasid-based ijtihad ensures the enduring vitality of
Islamic law in realizing justice, mercy, and reform.
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