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Abstract:

This research paper seeks to analyze the role of Facebook in fostering digital
citizenship values among university students by exploring their patterns of use
and the social and educational meanings associated with them. The researcher
adopted a descriptive method and conducted a field study on a sample of 92
students from the Faculty of Social Sciences at Amar Telidji University in
Laghouat, using an electronic questionnaire distributed through the faculty’s
official Facebook page.

The findings revealed a predominance of female use of the platform and a
widespread pattern of extended use exceeding three years, with a daily average
ranging between two and four hours. This reflects students’ deep engagement in
the digital sphere as a space for social interaction and symbolic belonging. The
study showed that Facebook contributes to strengthening citizenship values by
fostering social participation through the promotion of constructive dialogue,
enhancing environmental and health awareness, and encouraging solidarity-based
initiatives. Regarding the dimension of freedom, the results indicated that the
platform provides a relatively open space for free expression of opinions and
participation in intellectual and cultural discussions, particularly through
involvement in specialized digital groups.
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The study concluded that Facebook represents an integrated communicative
environment that contributes to shaping digital citizenship values such as
belonging, social responsibility, civic participation, and rights awareness, despite
ongoing challenges related to the superficiality of some content and the limited
digital competence among certain users.
Keywords: Facebook; citizenship values; university student; digital belonging;
social responsibility; digital public sphere.
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