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Abstract

This study aims to explore the role of visual blogging in promoting the city of
Oran as a tourist destination through analyzing images posted on Instagram. The
research adopts a semiological approach based on Roland Barthes’ framework to
examine both the denotative and connotative meanings of the images, focusing on
cultural, architectural, and natural symbols. The findings reveal that tourist images
do more than document scenes; they visually reconstruct the city to produce an
alternative touristic discourse that integrates heritage, modernity, and daily life.
Moreover, the individual presence of the blogger enhances the viewer’s
experience and transforms urban spaces into semiotically rich touristic material.
The study highlights the significance of visual blogging as a strategic tool to
showcase Oran’s cultural and aesthetic identity and attract tourists’ attention.
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