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Abstract:

The Algerian legislator has endorsed certain modalities of participatory
democracy at the level of local authorities, with the purpose of engaging all
stakeholders in the management of local public affairs. Nevertheless, these
mechanisms have been marred by a series of impediments, whether intrinsic in
nature or manifested in various diverse forms, to the extent that they have come
to embody merely the citizens’ right to information and access to the activities of
elected local councils, without extending to the recognition of their right to
participate in local decision-making. Although the constitutional amendment of
2020 introduced additional mechanisms—such as the citizens’ right to submit
petitions to the administration, as well as the establishment of consultative bodies
including the National Observatory of Civil Society and the High Council for
Y outh—the situation has, in practice, remained unchanged. This underscores the
necessity of reinforcing participatory practices at the local level and of
constructing more effective participatory frameworks, notably participatory
budgeting and the right to submit petitions at the local scale.

Keywords:participatory democracy ; elected local councils ; citizen ; local public
affairs.
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