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Abstract :

The research title "Algerian Women: Testimonies of Struggle and
Resilience during the Colonial Era (1830-1962)" is rich and significant, as it
highlights the role of Algerian women during a long and painful colonial period
that spanned from 1830, the beginning of the French occupation of Algeria, until
1962, the year of Algeria's independence. This title does not merely focus on the
political and military struggle but extends to the social, cultural, and economic
challenges faced by Algerian women, which were an integral part of the broader
national struggle.

The first point we address in this research is that Algerian women were
symbols of political and military resistance during the French colonial period.
Algerian women were not mere spectators of events but were key actors in the
popular resistance. From the beginning of the occupation, women participated in
armed resistance, either directly or indirectly. For example, women played a
prominent role in sheltering resistance fighters and providing logistical support,
as well as in transporting information and weapons among the ranks of the
resistance. A notable historical example is the role of Lalla Fatma N'Soumer,
who led fierce resistance against French forces in the Kabylie region and
became an icon of Algerian feminist struggle.

Algerian women also played a role in social and cultural resistance. They
faced immense challenges in preserving the cultural and religious identity of the
Algerian people. Under the colonial policies of cultural assimilation, which
aimed to erase the Arab and Islamic identity of Algeria, women became the
guardians of this identity. By preserving traditions and customs and teaching the
younger generations Arabic and Islamic values, women contributed to resisting
cultural erasure. A notable example is the role of women in establishing secret
schools in homes to teach the Quran and Arabic, away from the eyes of the
French authorities.
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Historical testimonies further document the role of Algerian women in the
struggle against colonialism. For instance, testimonies from women who
participated in the Battle of Algiers (1956-1957) highlight their crucial roles in
delivering messages and providing support to resistance fighters. There are also
accounts of women who endured torture and imprisonment for their involvement
in the struggle, such as Djamila Bouhired, who became an icon of Algerian and
global feminist resistance.

Historical photographs and archival documents provide visual evidence of
Algerian women's participation in the struggle. Photos taken during the
liberation revolution show women carrying weapons, participating in protests, or
preparing food for resistance fighters in the mountains. These images are not
just documentation of events but living testimonies to the courage and sacrifices
of Algerian women.

Algerian women also played significant economic roles. Under the harsh
economic conditions left by colonialism, Algerian women played a vital
economic role. In rural areas, women worked in the fields to grow crops that
sustained their families and the resistance fighters. In cities, women worked in
factories and workshops, contributing financial support to the resistance.
Notable examples include women's roles in making clothes and shoes for
resistance fighters and collecting donations to support the revolution,

In the field of education, Algerian women faced significant challenges, as
colonial policies aimed to deprive Algerians of education. Nevertheless,
Algerian women played a crucial role in educating the younger generations,
whether through secret home schooling or by establishing private schools for
girls. A notable example is Maryam Belkacem, one of the first Algerian
women to obtain higher education and who contributed to educating other
women.

Algerian women also symbolized sacrifice and resilience. Their
participation in the national struggle was not without sacrifices. Many lost their
husbands or sons in battle, endured torture and imprisonment, and even faced
execution. Despite this, Algerian women did not retreat from continuing the
struggle; they remained at the forefront, offering a remarkable model of sacrifice
and resilience.

Many Algerian women became symbols of national resistance, such as
Djamila Bouhired and Lalla Fatma N*'Soumer, who became icons of feminist
struggle not only in Algeria but across the Arab world and globally. Their
images adorn museums and history books, serving as symbolic reminders to new
generations of their sacrifices and heroism.

In conclusion, it is undeniable that the struggle of Algerian women had a
significant impact on the success of the Algerian national movement. Through
their active participation in all fields, Algerian women proved to be essential
partners in achieving independence. Their struggle also served as an inspiration
for many feminist movements worldwide.

Finally, the struggle of Algerian women during the colonial era offers an
Important lesson about the role of women in national resistance and social

463 2025 oz il = EIE sdadl - al) st



B (1962 — 1830) ,LaxzV1 dge (3 (sudly Jladl Jo wlolgs 1 3l ol b

challenges. Women were not merely victims of circumstances but were key
actors in shaping history.
Historical Context:

A Dbrief overview of the French colonial period in Algeria (1830-1962) and
the importance of studying the role of Algerian women during this period.
Significance of the Topic:

Explaining how studying the role of Algerian women during colonialism
reveals important aspects of the national and social struggle.

Research Problem:

What roles did Algerian women play during the French colonial period?
How did they contribute to the national struggle and social challenges?
Research Questions:

« Main Question: What roles did Algerian women play in the struggle
against French colonialism from 1830 to 19627

« Sub-Questions:

o How did women participate in the popular resistance?

o What were the social and cultural challenges faced by Algerian
women during this period?

o How did women contribute to preserving Algeria's cultural and
religious identity?

o What were the economic and educational roles played by women
during colonialism?

Research Hypotheses:

. Main Hypothesis: Algerian women played a pivotal role in the struggle
against French colonialism, whether through direct participation in
resistance or by preserving cultural and social identity.

« Sub-Hypotheses:

o Algerian women were active participants in the popular resistance,
both directly and indirectly.
o Women faced significant social and cultural challenges but
overcame them by adhering to national identity.
o Women contributed economically by working in fields and
factories and educationally by teaching younger generations.
Study Objectives:

« General Objective: To analyze the role of Algerian women in the
struggle against French colonialism from 1830 to 1962.

« Specific Objectives:

o To document women's participation in the popular resistance.
o To analyze the social and cultural challenges faced by women.
o To study the economic and educational roles of women during
colonialism.
o To assess the impact of women's struggle on the Algerian national
movement.
Research Significance:
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« Academically: The research contributes to enriching historical and social
studies on the role of women in national struggles.

« Socially: The research reveals the important roles Algerian women played
in preserving national and cultural identity.

- Politically: The research enhances understanding of women's roles in
national liberation movements.

Research Methodology:

. Historical Approach: Analysis of historical events and testimonies
related to women's roles during the colonial period.

« Descriptive-Analytical Approach: Analysis of available data and
information on women's participation in the national struggle.

« Quantitative Approach: Use of surveys and statistics to document
women's participation in various fields.

. Qualitative Approach: Analysis of personal testimonies and interviews
with women who lived during the colonial period.

Examples of Studies and Previous Research:

« Previous Studies: Review of studies addressing the role of Algerian

women during colonialism, such as:
o The Role of Algerian Women in the Liberation Revolution by
Fathia Zahra.
o Algerian Women and Popular Resistance by Mohamed EI-Arabi
El-Zubeir.

« Model Analysis: Analysis of historical testimonies and interviews with

women who participated in the struggle.

Keywords: Algerian women - testimonies - struggle - resilience -
colonial era (1830-1962).
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