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Abstract :

The child has been granted a special status in various divine laws as well as in
positive legal systems, owing to his pivotal role as the foundation upon which
society is built. As the most vulnerable link, the child is more susceptible to
behavioral deviance on the one hand, and more profoundly affected by human
rights violations on the other. This necessitates the provision of comprehensive
protection at all levels. In this regard, modern criminal policy is fundamentally
based on the principle of protecting children at risk, considering such protection
a crucial measure in combating and preventing crime.

To ensure the effectiveness of this policy, the State must adopt a clear and
focused approach that prioritizes this fragile and vulnerable group. Legal
protection for childhood is of paramount importance due to the specificity of the
protected party — the child. Most countries have enacted special procedures to
ensure legal protection for children. In line with these developments, the
Algerian legislator introduced Law No. 15-12 on Child Protection, which
reflects a comprehensive approach to safeguarding children.

This research paper aims to clarify the legal safeguards established by the
Algerian legislator during the investigation and inquiry phases, which are
considered pre-trial stages, with the objective of ensuring the child's protection
throughout the criminal justice process.

Keywords: juvenile justice; delinquent child; trial; guarantees ;Child protection
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