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Abstract :

The hijab is one of the issues that has sparked widespread debate, both in the East
and the West, within the cultural and media spheres. This is not only among
Islamic scholars who have disagreed on the specifics of how the hijab should be
worn, and the distinction between terms related to modesty and veiling such as
jilbab, satar, khimar, and other similar names, but these differences have not
significantly impacted the concept of modesty for women because the consensus
on modesty has remained intact. With the emergence of terms such as
independence, liberation, personal freedom, secularism, liberalism, and
globalism, these terms soon found many followers, including the modernist
movement, which adopted specific approaches to understanding reality from a
renewal perspective based on the developments occurring within it. This was

604 2025 Olr a3 sl — sl



R Rt EERVIR RN v il - b 3 Al sl Sl

sometimes done by critiquing religious texts and at other times by calling for
openness and interaction with contemporary reality. On the other hand, the
feminist movement emerged, which focused on women's issues, defending their
freedom and advocating for equality between women and men. Between these
two perspectives, the hijab was discussed and addressed, with some viewing it as
a symbol of backwardness and the oppression of women, while others defended
it as a personal choice that expresses the identity of the Muslim woman.

Our research seeks to address the issue of the hijab by investigating the feminist
challenges faced by veiled women in our time. Feminism has taken various forms
and directions, but most of them remain within the modernist framework, which
views the hijab from a historical and cultural perspective established by
patriarchal authority, aiming to confine women to the home. It is considered a
form of gender discrimination, and thus feminists have sought to engage with
reality to achieve freedom and equality for women in terms of clothing by
changing Qur'anic concepts into ideas that align with their own agendas. Their
goal is to influence Muslim women, who consider the hijab as an essential and
unquestionable part of their religion, not as a prison for their freedom, but as a
means of protecting and preserving their dignity and value.

Keywords: Veil; Woman; Modernity; Feminism
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