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Abstract :

The second half of the twentieth century witnessed profound intellectual and
epistemological transformations that influenced various scientific and humanistic fields,
with literature and criticism being among the most affected. The development of
linguistic studies led to a reconsideration of the nature of literary texts, which were no
longer seen as direct reflections of reality but rather as complex semiotic systems
constructed through symbolic mechanisms requiring advanced analytical tools to
uncover their deep structures. These transformations contributed to the emergence of
new critical approaches that sought to align with evolving perspectives, most notably
semiotics, which focused on the study of signs and symbolic systems, extending beyond
language to analyze various discourses such as literature, philosophy, religion, and the
arts.

This article aims to provide a comprehensive overview of the concept of semiotics by
tracing its philosophical and linguistic roots and examining its development through
various intellectual movements that contributed to its formation, including the semiotics
of Saussure, Peirce, Barthes, and Greimas. It also seeks to highlight the key semiotic
methodologies that have introduced analytical tools for uncovering the deep structures
that generate meaning within texts and discourses, with a particular focus on their
contributions to interpretation and reception processes. Additionally, the article
discusses the limitations and potentials of the semiotic method in reading literary texts,
emphasizing the challenges it faces in light of contemporary critical studies.
Keywords: Semiotics.; Meaning systems ; Icons ; Interpretation and understanding.
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