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Abstract

The principle of self-defence is one of the fundamental principles of
international law that continues to provoke ongoing debate among
international legal scholars. This debate intensifies particularly when it
comes to defining the scope of the right to self-defence, which is
recognized by the United Nations Charter as a fundamental right of
states. However, the discussion has evolved to raise a critical issue:
whether the right of self-defence also grants states the authority to take
preemptive action in order to prevent a potential act of aggression
against them. This issue can be framed through the following question:
Can the right of self-defendce be invoked to justify preventive measures
under the label of preemptive self-defence? And what is the position of
international jurisprudence regarding such measures?

Keywords: Self-defence; Preventive defence; Preemptive war;
International Court of Justice
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