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Abstract :
This research paper aims to highlight the role of the third and fourth

historical regions in confronting the Blounis movement, which opposed the
revolution between 1955 and 1956. Since its inception, the liberation revolution
faced several problems and challenges that hindered its rapid geographical spread,
among which was the anti-revolutionary Blounis movement. This movement was
one of the biggest challenges faced by the leadership of both regions in the
beginning. Consequently, these leaders focused on organizing the people's ranks
and countering this movement, which posed a significant obstacle in the regions.
Its goal was to undermine the National Liberation Army and prevent the
revolution's expansion, with support from French colonial authorities. The
military coordination between the leadership of the two regions, following the
failure of communications, led to the defeat of the opponents from the Blounis
movement, forcing them to retreat south and concentrate in the geographical area
of the sixth region. The strategy of the revolution's leaders in both regions in

various fields thwarted Mohamed Blounis and his supporters' plans to eradicate

the revolution and promote his project.

Keywords: Blounis Movement; Third Region; Fourth Region; National

Liberation Front ; National Liberation Army
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Introduction:

The Algerian revolution faced several difficulties in its early stages, both
internally and externally, which led to the disruption of its organizational,
political, and military activities. Among these challenges was the movement led
by Mohammed Belounis, considered the most dangerous anti-revolutionary
movement against the Algerian revolution. The French colonial authorities
initially exploited the spread of this movement in the third and fourth regions to
thwart the revolutionary efforts led by the National Liberation Front, benefiting
from the armed conflict between different factions.

The Belounis movement first emerged in the historical third province and
then expanded to the fourth and eventually the sixth provinces. All of this
occurred under the protection and support of the French colonial authorities, who
allied with Belounis to fight the National Liberation Front. This cooperation
significantly benefited the French colonial power and weakened the revolution in
the third and fourth provinces during the years 1955-1956. Despite attempts at
reconciliation and unifying the national front, these efforts failed, mostly due to
personal political reasons and the involvement of other parties in the conflict,
supporting one side or the other, either for the National Liberation Front or the
Algerian National Movement.

The research question of this paper revolves around: What efforts were
made by the third and fourth provinces to confront the Belounis anti-revolutionary
movement through political and military coordination between them? And what
were the results of these efforts on revolutionary activity in these two provinces?
First: The Emergence of the Anti-Revolution Boulanis Movement.

The Belounis movementstrategy to crush As part of the French colonial 1
the revolution in its early stages by causing it to implode from within, this policy
was emphasized by the Governor-General Jacques Soustelle. Soustelle focused
on this approach to undermine the revolution from the inside, attempting to
weaken it before it could gain momentum? His successor, Robert Lacoste,
continued this approach. Based on a statement by Jacques Soustelle: "Messali
Hadj is the last winning card he has," they began planning to recruit anti-
revolutionaries such as Belhadj Djilali (Kubis), Cherif Ben Saidi, and Mohammed
Belounis as part of an intelligence scheme aimed at misleading the public and
distancing them from the revolution, In a testimony by the freedom fighter 3
Rabah Tineh regarding the colonial administration's reliance on Mohammed
Belounis, he states: "This Algerian figure, a collaborator with the French enemy,
was a fake leader created by French intelligence. He was nourished by the enemy's
media, which aimed to create chaos and confusion, and to sow doubts among the
Algerian people who supported the revolution, portraying him as the father and
creator of the revolution."

Belounis emerged on the scene about six months after the outbreak of the
revolution, taking command of the first battalions of the Messalist movement in
the Djurdjura region in 1955. It seems he benefited from the fact that neither Krim
Belkacem nor Omar Ouamrane carried out awareness-raising efforts to inform the
inhabitants of the Kabylie region, who were loyal to Messali Hadj, that the
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revolution was being led by the new revolutionary movement, the National
Liberation Front, after it split from the Movement for the Triumph of Democratic
Liberties® This explains the success of the Belounis movement in the Kabylie
region. According to the French historian Yves Courriere, Belounis's forces were
divided into two groups: the first was led by Rabah in the Douar (Beni Bouadou)
and consisted of 25 fighters, while the second was led personally by Mohammed
Belounis and was based in the outskirts of Guenzet, consisting of 500 fighters®:
Second: Manifestations of Cooperation and Coordination Between French
Colonial Authorities and Boulanis ;

The French colonial authorities provided material and military support
to the Balounis movement opposing the liberation revolution as part of their
alliance and cooperation to confront the National Liberation Front and Army. This
was aimed at creating areas hostile to the revolution to maintain the colonial
project in the third, fourth, and later the sixth regions. This was evident in:

— General Olie's visit to the Riche area on August 10, 1956, where he
addressed the residents, saying: "We must work together like the hand and
the five fingers.”

— Another visit by General Olie to the Nazliana area in the Dhrad El Mizan
region on August 11, 1956, where he was welcomed by the residents who
expressed their support for France. The mayor of the mixed Dhraé ElI Mizan
stated: "You must be like your fathers who assisted General Randon, and
therefore you must assist General Gouraud today in eliminating the
fellagha.” In this regard, one of the local leaders intervened, saying: "Our
area has given all its sons to France, and they fell on the battlefields, raising
the triangular flag. We always grant our trust to France, and if the fellagha
come, we will fight them because they are not our brothers..."”

Third: Boulanis's Activity in the Fourth and Third Regions

The beginnings of the Balounis movement's presence in the capital were
marked by carrying out some operations, such as attacking lIbadi traders and
assassinating a French police officer, in addition to monitoring the movements of
the fighters and setting ambushes for them. .2

The largest confrontations between the Balounis forces and the National
Liberation Army occurred in the third region due to the presence of elements of
the Algerian national movement there. They managed to establish a military
organization called the "Fedayeen Organization," under the supervision of Arab
Al-Basir, with the help of Zitouni Mokhtar, Ait Qasi Ali, and Mustafa Ben
ArefThe "Fedayeen Organization" transformed into a military wing of the
movement, called the "National Army of the Algerian People.” Its political and
military activities were initially limited, focusing on deceptive and propaganda
operations aimed at raising funds and taking advantage of the prevailing
atmosphere of uncertainty at the time.

The conflict underwent changes starting in early 1955, after Mohamed
Belounis took command of the first fighter groups in the Djurdjura region in April
1955. Belounis benefited from the lack of awareness-raising and mobilization
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efforts by both Karim Belkacem and Omar Aouimran among the residents of the
Kabylie region.?

Belounis established the first two armed groups in the Hizer area north of
Bouira and in the Beni Yaala area and the village of Genzat near Bougaé. The
leadership of the two groups was taken by Mohamed Belounis and his assistant
Si Rabah. Belounis and his men were based in this region due to the presence of
a base loyal to Messali Hadj. .

The first armed confrontations in the third region occurred on October 10,
1955, in the Hizer area north of Bouira, Beni Yaala, and Genzat. These clashes
lasted for two days under the watch of the French army, which did not intervene
to take advantage of the weakening of both sides. The battles and clashes
continued throughout 1956 , A report on the major battles in the third region
recorded 27 battles, most of which took place within the territory of the third
region between January and August 1956. Among the most significant were: the
Battle of Zemoura in Hizer on January 28, 1956, led by Abdel Rahman Mira, who
was responsible for the Mechdallah area, and Mohamed Boukra in the EI Khemis
area; the Battle of Anseman in Hizer; the Battle of Oued Tassala; the Battle of
Oued Amazair; and the battles of Beni Issa, Aslan, Azgar, Bourj Kharis, Ouled
Anan, Djebel Bouzid, and Ghar El Hench.2 There were also other battles in Dhraa
El Mizan and EI Karkour. Some French reports indicate that on March 13, 1956,
in the eastern region of Sedouk near Akbou in Bejaia, the French colonial army
found 18 decapitated bodies, aged between 20 and 25, some of whom were
wearing military uniforms. One of the bodies had a note attached that read:
"Announcement and Warning: Let it be known to all that these soldiers are
followers of the Messali Army, which has separated from the Algerian national
unity to which all parties and organizations in Algeria have joined... These
elements supported the split that was instigated by Messali, who refused to fight
for God in the name of Algeria, while the National Liberation Army takes pride
in belonging to the National Liberation Front, which has condemned them to
death... From now on, this is the fate of anyone who divides national unity..."*

Armed confrontations moved to the territory of the fourth region starting in
September 1955, when the leadership of the National Liberation Front ordered its
activists to confront Balounis elements militarily, especially in the capital. Some
members of the Algerian national movement were assassinated in early 1956,
including Bouguerida Ammar, Si Ahmed, and Madi Mohammed. The elements
of the Algerian national movement retaliated against these operations by killing
four soldiers from the National Liberation Front. Additionally, they managed to
seize the National Liberation Front command center in Sour El Ghozlane on
February 12, 1956, killing everyone inside.* This led to an expansion of armed
confrontations between the two sides, such as the Sidi Rabah clash, which resulted
in the deaths of 18 members of the movement and the capture of their leader,
known as "Omar." Another significant clash occurred in the Talouine area, where
most of the movement's members were killed.
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Nevertheless, the movement's elements remained active and continued to
target soldiers of the National Liberation Army, managing to assassinate about 35
fighters, according to the testimony of the fighter Lakhdar Boureka.*

Belounis attempted to relieve the pressure on his armed elements due to the
military blows they received in the third and fourth regions by communicating
with Zyan Ashour, the commander of the desert region. In this regard, Mohamed
Tahar Bouaichi mentions that Zyan Ashour intervened before his battalions in
December 1955 and informed them that their brothers in Palestro (EI Khemis)
were being pressured by the French colonialists and had requested support and
assistance. He expressed a desire to go to their aid, and 30 fighters responded to
the call, including: Ashour Mohamed Chawi and Cherki Massoud, who took
command of the group, with their guide being Marzouk Belhaj and seven
communication personnel

Ashour Mohamed Chawi says: "We arrived in Dira on January 1, 1956, and
our host informed us that the army we were aiming for had moved toward the
Djurdjura mountains, so we changed our direction toward it. When we reached
the Djurdjura army, named after its commander Ahmed, who had passed away a
few days before our arrival, Belounis took command, and our numbers increased
to ninety (90) soldiers with our joining... We were unaware of the conflicts in the
region and the affiliations of the components of the fighting groups... We found
ourselves under the command of a person named Belounis, who claimed to be
fighting against the Karimists."” <And sometimes the Keriya soldiers<*®* And at
another time, a group of Jews, we attended a speech in which he said: "There is an
army in the region formed by France consisting of Jews called Keriya, under the
command of Karim. We fought alongside France; fight them wherever you find
them® |t seems that Zyan Ashour was unaware that the army stationed in the El
Khemis area was under Belounis until the arrival of the unit he sent to support this
army. Therefore, we later find him refusing to cooperate with Belounis after
receiving a response from Si EI Hwaas. This is confirmed by Ashour Mohamed
Chawi in his testimony, where he says: "The section of the Algerian national
movement in Ouled Jalal had received a request from its central administration in
Algiers to send a group of fighters to support their brothers, as they claimed, in
the Kabylie region against the enemy, but Zyan refused that."

The situation was not clear for Zyan Ashour and his followers regarding
whether to cooperate with Belounis, especially since Si El Hwaas did not provide
a definitive resolution on the matter. His response emphasized the need to verify
the truth about Belounis, test his intentions, and monitor him to confirm his
claimsThis issue was addressed by Chawi in his testimony about Belounis, 2
where he says: "When we encountered those whom Belounis referred to at times
as Jews supported by the French and Keriya, we found no evidence suggesting
that the group was equipped by the enemy; they were in a state of misery similar
to ours... The signs of deception began to become clear, and we realized that we
had taken the wrong direction from our host in Dira toward the National
Movement Army in the Djurdjura mountains instead of the National Liberation
Army in Palestro. This misdirection from our host could have been intentional or
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unintentional, as both the military administration of the national movement and
the National Liberation Front used the term ‘National Liberation Army.' We were
at risk of being tricked into exchanging our military weapons, such as the Stati,
five-shot, and four-shot weapons, with Belounis's armed men, who were equipped
with single-barrel and double-barrel hunting rifles, as if one of us were to be told,
‘Lend us your military weapon temporarily, and it may not be returned.""?*:

It seems that Belounis's situation became clear to the unit that Zyan Ashour
initially sent to support him, believing it was part of the National Liberation Army,
after Belounis accused the National Liberation Front of being influenced by
communists and spread this news among the residents of the Kabylie region® ,
The members of the military unit realized that they had been deceived, but this
came too late, as they were captured by "Si El Sadig."* Assistant to Karim
Belkacem, there were forty fighters from Ouled Jalal, Bousaada, and Djelfa. Omar
Aouimran wanted to execute them, but after interrogating them, he learned that
Belounis had deceived them and that they were unaware they had taken the wrong
direction. Therefore, he released them. Belounis then sent a threatening message
to Zyan Ashour, demanding the return of the fleeing soldiers. The message
included: "... I will fight you and fight the Front and France, and no one will save
you from me, not Ben Boulaid..."% .

Fourth: Communications Between the Leadership of the Two Regions and
the Boulanis Movement

The first attempts at unity and rapprochement between the Algerian national
movement and the National Liberation Front at the national leadership level were
made by Messali Hadj but were unsuccessful. The second attempt came from
Ahmed Mehassas, who contacted Ahmed Ben Bella, a representative of the
National Liberation Front, and Mohamed Marouk, a representative of the
Algerian national movement. The latter expressed his willingness to stop the
bloodshed, which was the same approach that Ahmed Ben Bella initially adopted.
However, he refused to sign, citing his inability to bear the responsibility alone®.

Mohamed Harbi mentions that the commander of the third region, Karim
Belkacem, was initially convinced that the Messalians could be swayed to the side
of the revolution. Therefore, he did not cease his communications with the
Messali elements until April 1955, hoping to attract them to prevent armed
confrontation with them, which primarily served the French enemy. Based on this,
there were numerous communications between the two sides, including in the
capital, to contain the situation. In this regard, Mustafa Ben Mohamed, one of the
leaders of the armed wing of the Algerian national movement, stated that several
communications were made with some leaders of the National Liberation Front,
such as Rabah Bitat, Karim Belkacem, and Omar Aouimran, to avoid
confrontation between them, and this took place in El Ebiar in the capital.
According to his testimony, the Front's leadership offered the elements of the
Algerian national movement to join the Front and dissolve the movement, to
which our response was that it was easier to align under the banner of the
movement led by Messali Hadj or to leave things as they were without entering
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into confrontation between us and directing our weapons toward the common
enemy?"

Nevertheless, Karim Belkacem did not lose hope in reaching an
understanding with the elements of the movement after the arrest of Rabah Bitat,
the commander of the fourth region, on March 16, 1955. However, Abane
Ramdane opposed Karim's conciliatory approach toward them. It seems that the
clash that occurred between Mustafa Ben Mohamed and Omar Aouimran in
October 1955 further deepened the divide between the two sides.

In another testimony, Mohamed Ali Khidher, one of the Messalian elements
who led several armed groups in the capital, mentioned that he communicated
with some leaders of the National Liberation Front, such as Rabah Bitat, Omar
Aouimran, and Yasaf Saadi, but these communications did not resolve the
differences between them. These contacts were confirmed by Mokhtar Bouchaafa,
the chief responsible for the cells of the National Liberation Front in the capital.
There was also communication between Mohamed Boukra and some Messalian
elements in July 1955 to coordinate jointly within the framework of the National
Liberation Front; however, the meeting failed like its predecessors® Due to the
refusal of Belounis's elements to come under the umbrella of the National
Liberation Front, they stipulated the opposite®

There were also other communications after the Soummam Conference. In
this regard, the fighter Lakhdar Boureka says: "... that the leadership of the fourth
region attempted to contact the Messalians in the fall of 1956 and tasked Ali
Zouyouche with this mission to persuade them to cease their antagonistic role
against the revolution and negotiate for joint cooperation. He went to them
accompanied by 35 fighters, but the Messalians betrayed them and carried out
their execution...",

The reasons for the failure of communications between Belounis and the
National Liberation Front are attributed to:

— The predominance of personal interests and the desire for visibility and
leadership among a group of managing officials from both sides, according
to the opinion of Mohamed Arabi Zubairi.

— The desire for control and dominance from both parties played an important
role in undermining attempts at unity, according to Mohamed Harbi.3!

— The negative impact of the armed confrontations between the two parties,
especially in the Kabylie region, based on the testimony of Colonel Slimane
Dehélis.

— The role of French intelligence in fueling the conflict between the factions.

— The rigidity of both parties' positions and their refusal to consider
concessions, as stated in the testimony of the fighter Ahmed Mehassas, who
said: "l was certain in 1955 that matters would lead to armed conflict
between the two sides, simply because the nature of the activists from both
movements was the same, considering they graduated from the school of
the Algerian People's Party and then the Movement for the Triumph of
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Democratic Liberties. Neither side would back down in their
statements..."2,

— The decision of the National Liberation Front to respond to Belounis's
movement with the same approach regarding physical eliminations,
according to the testimony of Ahmed Yazid..*

Fifth: Military Coordination Between the Third and Fourth Regions and
Forcing Boulanis to Move South

The Soummam Conference marked the beginning of operational
coordination among the historical regions to organize revolutionary work and its
framing, due to the difficulties the revolution faced in its initial phase, resulting
from the entry of opposing elements that engaged in armed actions, which nearly
undermined and ended the revolution at its outset. This led to a setback in military
and political coordination among the revolutionary areas.

Given the increasing threat of Belounis's movement and its geographical
expansion in the third and fourth regions, and the failure of all attempts to heal
the rift and end the conflict, the leadership of the two regions decided to engage
in military confrontation to eliminate this opposing movement that obstructed
armed action, in implementation of the decisions of the Soummam Conference.

The armed confrontation between the two sides continued throughout 1956,
with numerous clashes and battles, including one at Mount Sidi Rabah in August
1956, in which 18 members of Belounis were killed. According to a report from
the third region submitted to the second national conference on the history of the
revolution in May 1984, the toll of the confrontations between the two sides was
heavy, but their field results favored the National Liberation Army, which
managed to force them to retreat toward Mount Sabah, Kef Lakhder, Mount Dira,
and Bougadoun3+

After being appointed to lead the sixth region, which was established under
the decisions of the Soummam Conference on August 20, 1956, Ali Malah
attempted to expand revolutionary activity in the southern areas of the third and
fourth regions, where Belounis's elements were concentrated. His goal was to
drive them out and to educate and raise awareness among the populations of areas
that had not been reached by Belounis's elements, warning them of the dangers of
cooperating with this movement, as it was implementing colonial policies aimed
at dividing the ranks of the Algerians

The National Liberation Army in the third and fourth regions was able to
push Belounis and his followers out of the area, forcing them to retreat toward the
high plateaus and the desert.

<6 After initially extending his activities to Ain Bessam, Bouira, El Qsar,
and Mechdallah, he later retreated toward Sour EI-Ghozlane, Chlafa, El-Bireen,
Bouira EI-Ahdab, and Ain El-Hajal, and then expanded his activities throughout
1956 in Berrouaghia, El-Qsar El-Bukhari, Mahdia, Frenda, El-Bayadh, M'Sila,
and Hassi Bahbah?"‘In these areas, Belounis began to regain his military strength
by recruiting militants from the Messalist movement and the local population,
even if it required using military force.®
Conclusion :
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Through this study, we reached the following conclusions:

— The third and fourth wilayas (regions) contributed significantly to
activating armed struggle and countering the anti-revolutionary
Belounis movement.

— The roots of the conflict between the Algerian National Movement
(MNA) and the National Liberation Front (FLN) date back to the pre-
revolutionary period, during which a disagreement arose between
those advocating armed struggle and those favoring continued
political activism, leading to the fragmentation of national unity.

— The core of the conflict between the two parties was not ideological
but rather organizational, managerial, and, in some cases, personal.

— The colonial power benefited from the conflict between the two
groups, facilitating its divide-and-rule policy, which weakened
revolutionary activity in regions where the MNA was present.

— The Belounis movement disrupted revolutionary activities in the
regions where it was active, resulting in significant losses for both
sides-losses that the revolution desperately needed to face the true
enemy.

— All attempts at rapprochement and healing the rift between the two
movements were individual efforts and did not carry the official
endorsement of their leaderships.

— The reason for the failure of multiple meetings, both inside and outside
the country, was due to a lack of trust between the two sides, as well
as external interference (Egypt), which supported the FLN but was not
trusted by the MNA leadership.
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