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Procedural Protection Introduced by Law No. 15-21 as a Protective
Mechanism for Consumers Against Unlawful Speculation
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Abstract:

The Algerian legislator, through Law No. 15-21, has established

procedural criminal protection for consumers against crimes of unlawful
speculation, price instability, and scarcity of goods. This has been achieved
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by introducing preventive procedural mechanisms that the state employs
through its various agencies to regulate the market and curb unlawful
speculation. Such mechanisms include the adoption of a national strategy to
ensure market balance, and vigilance mechanisms for early detection of
scarcity and taking appropriate measures to mitigate it, thereby ensuring the
flow of essential goods and commodities in the market at prices affordable to
consumers.

Furthermore, the legislator has sought to enhance procedural
protection by activating deterrent mechanisms established to protect
consumers. This is done by detecting, proving, and prosecuting unlawful
speculation crimes to punish offenders as a preventive measure for early
regulation of these crimes and to preserve the consumer's purchasing power.
Additionally, the role of consumers, consumer protection associations, and
civil society in confronting and reducing the dangers of unlawful speculation
has been emphasized, adding to the substantive mechanisms adopted by the
legislator in the same law.

Keywords: Unlawful speculation; procedural protection, consumer; prices,
goods,; market.
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