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Abstract:

This paper examines the evolution of the partnership between Tunisia and the European
Union through a critical and analytical lens, exploring the gap between achievements and
aspirations in their bilateral relations. It argues that, despite the institutional depth and diversity of
cooperation programs, the partnership remains structurally asymmetric: the EU retains its
dominant economic and political position, while Tunisia continues to function as both an
economic subordinate and a security buffer for Southern Europe.

Since 2011, the European Union has adopted a dual approach, combining support for
Tunisia’s democratic transition with the conditional linking of financial assistance to migration
management and border control. The 2023 Memorandum of Understanding reflects the
continuation of this securitized approach rather than a move toward a balanced developmental
partnership. The paper concludes that realigning the partnership requires Tunisia to redefine its
negotiating priorities and diversify its alliances, while the EU must rethink its Mediterranean
policy, moving beyond conditionality toward constructive and equitable relations with Tunisia in
particular and the Global South in general.

Keywords: Tunisia and the European Union; 1995 Association Agreement; 2023 Memorandum
of Understanding; Security and Migration; Unequal Development; Economic Dependence.
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1 - The Barcelona Declaration (Final Declaration of the Euro-Mediterranean Conference),

Barcelona, 27-28 November 1995. PDF (official copies):

https://www.cvce.eu/content/publication/2004/5/25/0beb3332-0bba-4d00-bd07-
46d8f758d897/publishable en.pdf
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! - European neighbourhood policy,
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/EN/legal-content/glossary/european-neighbourhood-policy.html

! - Relations Between The EU And Tunisia.Européen Commission
https://eeas.europa.eu/sites/eeas/files/10 tunisia_4pg.pdf

! - Délégation de 1’Union européenne en Tunisie , Rapport 2015 : coopération de I’union
européenne en Tunisie p 16-21.
http://eeas.europa.eu/archives/delegations/tunisia/documents/projets/rapport cooperation 20
15 fr.pdf

- The European External Action Service (EEAS), Négociations en vue d’un
Accord de libre-échange complet et approfondi Tunisie-UE (ALECA)
https://www.eeas.europa.eu/sites/default/files/aleca_presentation sept 2016 fr 0.pdf

1 . EU Neighbours South, EU and Tunisia: political agreement on a
comprehensive partnership package
https://south.euneighbours.eu/news/eu-and-tunisia-political-agreement-
on-a-comprehensive-partnership-package

! - European Commission, EU trade relations with Tunisia. Facts, figures and
latest developments,

https://policy.trade.ec.europa.eu/eu-trade-relationships-country-and-
region/countries-and-regions/tunisia_en

L -1bid.
- Ibid.
- Ibid.
- Ibid.
- Ibid.
- Ibid.
! -1bid.

1 - International Trade Portal. "Foreign trade figures of Tunisia." Lloyds Bank
Trade. https://www.lloydsbanktrade.com/en/market-potential/tunisia/trade-profile

1_ Béchir Chourou, The free-trade agreement between Tunisia and the European Union,The
Journal of North African Studies Volume 3, 1998 - Issue 1,Pages 25-56 | Published online: 26 Apr
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https://enlargement.ec.europa.eu/document/download/5fd60eeb-7748-4f29-bda6-de875be53317_en
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3 gdiiall g Jadall A& 40085 300 B 19 g¥) AATY) g L 63 G AS) )

20/7/2023 Al 4y 53 a8 ga Slans siall Al g1 Ao man (ol o 55 pa (2 5Y) BEY) L
https://www.dw.com/ar/%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A7%D8%AA%D9%81%D8% A7 %D9%82 -
%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A3%D9%88%D8%B1%D9%88%D8%A8%D9%8A-%D9%85%D8%B9-
%D8%AA%DI%88%D9%86%D8%B3-%D8%AD%D8%A7%D8%B1%D8%B3-
%D8%ACY%D8%AF%D9%8A%D8%AF-%D8%B9%D9%84%D9%89-
%D8%A8%D9%88%D8%A7%D8%A8%D8%A9 -
%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%85%D8%AA%D9%88%D8%B3%D8%B7/a-66297113

1 - Memorandum of Understanding on a strategic and global partnership between the European
Union and Tunisia, se :

https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip 23 3887

1. Eve Geddie, In Tunisia, the EU is repeating an old and dangerous mistake, Politico, September
21, 2023, se:
https://www.politico.eu/article/eu-team-europe-tunisia-president-kais-saied-ybia-refugee-migrant-
crisis/
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https://www.arab-
reform.net/ar/publication/%d8%a7%d9%84%d8%h3%d9%8a%d8%a7%d8%hb3%d8%a9-
%d8%a7%d9%84%d8%a3%d9%88%d8%b1%d9%88-
%d8%aa%d9%88%d9%86%d8%b3%d9%8a%d8%a9-%d9%81%d9%8a-
%d8%aa%d8%af%d8%a8%d9%8a%d8%h1-%d9%85%d8%hb3%d8%a3%d9%84%d8%a9-
%d8%a7

! - Mirowski, Bartosz et al., Tunisia — Infrastructural Connections as a Way to Maintain the
Market for European Goods, Institute of New Europe, 2025.
https://ine.org.pl/en/tunisia-infrastructural-connections-as-a-way-to-maintain-the-market-for-
european-goods

! - The European Green Deal, UK Research Office (UKRO), January 2023.
https://www.ukro.ac.uk/wp-content/uploads/2023/01/The-European-Green-Deal.pdf
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